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Abstract

Knowledge about Ren Yuan’s Buddhism as Ascertained from
The Collected Poetry of Huang Tingjian

The Collected Poetry of Huang Tingjian are works written by Huang Tingjian and
produced after the reign of King Chengzong of Wuyue. These writings involve a large
number of Buddhist doctrines and Buddhist allusions. Therefore, the annotation of the
Buddhist aspects of this poetry requires the annotator to have considerable
comprehension of Buddhism. Through analysis of Ren Yuan'’s literary remains, Xu Yin'’s
preface to The Collected Poetry of Huang Tingjian, and Chen Shidao‘s poems,
combined with Ren Yuan’s Buddhist allusions used to decipher Huang’s poems, the
Buddhist terms quoted in Huang’s poems can be explained and comparisons can be
made between the purport of Huang’s poems and Buddhist theories. Additionally,
sentence structure and vocabulary from Buddhist scriptures can be identified, and
throughout this course it can be shown that Ren Yuan was highly accomplished in terms
of Buddhist knowledge. However, there are still a few mistakes in Ren’s annotations,
and as such, vigilance is needed when reading The Collected Poetry of Huang Tingjian.

Keywords: Ren Yuan; Huang Tingjian; The Collected Poetry of Huang Tingjian,
Buddhist knowledge
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