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Abstract 

 

 
Huiju Temple ( ), located in Kunshan, Jiangsu, China, is one of a handful of 
new temples in China built and operated by Taiwanese businessmen. The construction 
of this temple is part of a long process of Taiwanese businessmen relocating to China 
to find and practice the Mazu faith. In this process, Taiwanese businessmen 
accomplished two goals: one is to preserve their Mazu faith and religious identity of 
the Taiwanese people, and the other is to follow the folk beliefs and customs of the 
local residents as well as the laws of Mainland China. The front hall of this temple is 
dedicated to the bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara, while the back hall is dedicated to an 
icon of Mazu previously enshrined at Tianhou Temple in Lukang, Taiwan. Taking 
Huiju Temple as a case study, this article asks one question: why do Taiwanese 
businessmen need a Taiwanese style temple? The answer has three aspects: religious 
materiality, ritual, and management. Using the latest international theories from the 
anthropology of religion, this research emphasizes the formation of religious identity 
by religious materiality and objects. First, the material basis of Huiju Temple is 
illustrated from the religious items such as votive money, incense, firecrackers, candles, 
votive-lamps, and religious and cultural creative commodities. Secondly, five rituals 
offered at Huiju Temple are explained such as the ritual of pilgrimage, the ritual of 
inspection, beseeching an instruction slip, beseeching sacred water for health, and the 
ritual of transcribing scriptures. Finally, the management style of Huiju Temple is 
described in terms of a lack of distinction between Buddhism and Taoism, multiple 
religious affiliations, management by believers rather than by a professional 
priesthood, and entrepreneurial management. 
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五、台式廟宇的管理面:信徒自治，三教融合，企業化經營 
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