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Abstract

The Time-Space Analysis in the Cultural Landscape of the Ma Xian
Faith: A Case Study on Jixia Village, Pingnan County, Fujian

The Ma Xian faith is a folk belief in the deified figure known as Ma Tianxian (also referred to as
Ma Yuanjun, Ma Xianniang, Ma Xiannai, etc.), which originated between the Tang and Song
dynasties in the southern Zhejiang region of the Kuocang Mountains in Yun County (modern
day Jingning She Autonomous County), specifically in the village of Luci. It gradually spread to
the neighboring areas of Fujian and Zhejiang. Over a long historical period, the belief in Ma
Xian has developed multiple divine images centered around the concept of “filial piety” and a
wealth of divine legends. In the regions where the faith has spread, such as southern Zhejiang,
eastern Fujian, western Fujian, and southern Fujian, it has formed and preserved cultural
landscapes that include the sculpting of deities, sacred grottoes, temples and shrines, ritual
organizations, and ceremonial activities. The introduction of the “landscape” perspective
enriches the “text” of Ma Xian research, expanding it from traditional sources such as local
records, inscriptions, and genealogies to a text that emphasizes both literature and landscape.
By analyzing the cultural landscape, this study identifies the conceptual expressions carried by
the cultural landscape of Ma Xian faith and deepens the understanding of the local culture
within which the landscape is situated, providing ideas for the reproduction of local cultural
landscapes in the modern era.

Keywords: Ma Tianxian; Ma Xian faith; cultural landscape; local culture; Jixia Gans
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