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Abstract

Literary Innovation and Heritage from a Regional Perspective:

A Study of Chan Buddhist Literature by Quanzhou Monks
in the Zutang Ji

During the Late Tang and Five Dynasties periods, Chan Buddhism flourished in
Quanzhou, and this was marked by a surge in monastic communities. The earliest
extant Chan “lamp record,” Zutang Ji (The Patriarchs’ Hall Anthology), originated at
that time, documenting 22 Chan monks associated with Quanzhou categorized into
three groups: locally born monks who trained elsewhere, foreign monks who settled
in Quanzhou, and those both born and trained locally. This Chan revival spurred the
growth of Chan literature, with Quanzhou monks producing numerous gathas (verse
teachings) and recorded sayings. Their gathas fell into three types—doctrinal verses
expounding Chan philosophy, metaphorical verses using imagery, and verses
reflecting daily life—characterized by direct exposition, vivid imagery, and secular
themes. The recorded sayings exhibited three features: syncretism that blended
Confucian and Daoist ideas, literary adaptation of poetic forms and rhythmic language,
and vivid portrayal of monks through dialogues and deeds. These works exemplify
Quanzhou Chan’s distinctive integration of intellectual synthesis, literary innovation,
and religious praxis.

Keywords: Zutang Ji; Quanzhou Chan Monks; Zen literature; Gatha; Recorded
Sayings; Syncretism of the Three Teachings
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IfEE—F, BURERR N “HURZ AR T “ERZAET ROVEITA
PemrR 20, R, AT RERGRIR I dh . BB S th s
Bl FIEMN, NIZHIPHEETERMUE, MEWDR. SHKE5 EEWir
BAER, L TORM MR, R RO RS S SRR T
WA

PR 25— AR i A o T

(F1&) Fl: “fMRAE? ” Hx: “—FHR, —FHH, ”
“CfTREE? 7 WE: “AFHEE, LFHKH, 7 FE: “ALLh
REAEIUTM? 7 Fa: “ThkAME. T dtE: “FAMTE, FiE
Farhlf, ” Wx: “RFTAHELLE, WEALFAIK. 7 (Zhang 20
09, 308)

FERENTESEENARR, KA T —AFERIEE: “RETHH
AR, WELFIA AR, 7 R EG B P F (U0 R “ —RE B
B, SRR WEEARRE, WALFERERK. 7 AEHBA
BRI SR+, ETHRMEMSE, EXNER, IE TR HEE
KE, JaBEAEAE, AEEEE “REMT . MEEHmE” fgst. W
FNRIEAW A —FRNEBRRRA 2R, —HBE. ZIWIEARM,
EH T RrRIES, N EEDZTZE S, EHMMMmE, LRRERTE
B3 B LC R .
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AR ZFERIBI T, LA BT AR CE A i S A0 i e G
i, HBEE (A2 EH) (27D PRgRea) “MER TS EAK, HX
AR AR . SRR I ST P AE [Pl 255 “ A i b 7 FRD e et i, T -
CREPEH, B, BMELL, AMNERAK. 7 BRI
B 2] RARAIK, WEFFAAANIL? 7 i, BIEIE: O T i<
I, BHEAREILEE. 7 VIR EREEYR B N IF07, WAL T
27, EIEIE. CONHARESE, T RAR. 7 MaksnE <4 H
Fnfr? 7 P I ERT, JEITARARSE . 7 HAE. R SR EL
fEREGRIA N S o 1 LR 2o 2 R i SRR RS Bl ik I R A0 DU A 8
W7 SR BRI, ANEGH T . U
JEEAL, - i A2 M R A 93 [0 b P #0005 SC N SRR B U, 32 e K,
M REH PRy, BR)& .

J.ILFEA, MNaHR

MR N B R FRE, HxRERICENT, ERRE= s
FHEMAUR TR BAREFIE., TR AR LVEMNRKILIE,
By S FHITE T T2 A AEGR. mHBT (HEE) Z&F
HIE R, REEMFREEREBA RGN (REMATX) , HAE
s FSK

(HELL) + —HhEME— e 7 — MBI A%R:

BEyHaRETE TSN “BEFTERN. 7 MBI FME

Ve = “HENMATIZARE, ” AAFRMKEK KEK=: “i&

BIRAILIRITEIEY FAFMIF )i E: “EBERT, B F, 7
(Zhang 2009, 336)

DA — RIS R AR S AR T T IEAL, FURIE] S S
“BYTERAR. 7 ZXTHERRE AL, WE S8 SFT
HENIE. 7 A NSRS 7 ER, R EE AR,
SR TR, AR EE BN E R T, ATEGRS T AFE—
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FEARANRBIZ S, ATLE AN N SRR E . gl s 6E
FHARKAL, RERTTHER, SOVHPEEEE TR TR, HLO
HE 5. 1 AN Z IR R AR, HEM CREF
WIE” I TENILE, KENIEIRBRA TEIEE . SRIFIE S H AR
o, RAARVNXE AR B AT, SRR LTIES
ZUIEE, WAREEBA . BTSRRI  JONEDA
Wk CERIT, ER RN RE A, A NHEGE AR, JTE
) B RO AR AN X R S AL T, 2 B A W DA U A4 H e . XL
WA N, Ties LA R PR, ELrRR, e,
HIIANA AN, EWEES B TBE, SUFENAR, fREEr-+5
WA, R REIE R BT PSS T, i A
REFEI s, BERASS J) NG . X EVF AR M 77 N PERS AN A 5%
LRV, PUNAKRZEONS IR, FIERRIMA, MEZTF,
SR NEE IR iR AL
N, (HEER) B E R A — LS M IR 2 PR )

HilE e, ¥ ‘T FREHLFER, FAE (B) &HEL?
EBF AR, FARR., 7 248K, (Zhang2009, 279)

RKENEMITIURE] T B R AR, AR T AT, H—F
BUUERFERWIE: “RELMETFE T, WEEET, FITEH
AT CRAD RIWE? HEEBERT =4 T8, TP e Tit
o 7 XEIRAETE IR SOAERIN “RRPER” BO8 A
—AERE, REOREE, ECP R IR SRR A
BER T80T TG IR AN, BV S A MR 0 TR ZE, A
PRI A i A2 AR 34 25 T s SR AT o 3K BELOKORE A iy - PR AU AR 81 19 LD R
MUTEGE G A ERFH, A futimteis. GHEE) LA — TR E
R

aRBt+HF LAY = —HBFRER, &F4, FhRE. KAKXT
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B, WEEE: “RKREFIL, STRY, RAGHF, THEEL? 7 N
HEIEM, ARBEE, TEMLHHIFLE, ELBE, BRI R
F B, Jizm: “BRATKEER! BITZIR, S, ” 2A0, &
Fris, i, A KAE. (Zhang 2009, 186)

RKENFL ROFITEEG, AR TRFRR, RN BARRIRAE,
CHRAPE OIS A R BT, IEA A AEAEEETR? 7 b
Ja—EERG B TEIME, ST “AEE AT RFE, BYS bt
BNKT, AEFR EVOBFERFRR T . 7 WRE KA T . 8
X SRR E, BT B AR AR T, JEOR ST
MHEITAC KM they “518) 7 Wi N, TiIfiscth & b F AL 26 1, 5L
R, BUEIMRAE, S 7 A Ze R .

B, RN E RN E QR AR A AR R
(AR A Al —— A R (I ELAR AL WAME B RIER . IR E A
AR, LRIV MR 1 oR B0 SIS A gt H OB SR 3
FUETHE—— =R RS . B SRR RIL . ST
R IR IRAL, AR SRR TR F A Dy o 5 S A

W, &

SRINBRSCEE RS2 S R BV R AR S R NIRILERE b, FLAHTsE
B E AL AR AR G —— A TR AR R Il R T R I R I
s, HEESAEREE RESD) ML EANER: RrEE ST
bl ik, HEON™H QRIRRFIE)  “ DA ” HIR ARG T.

BB, ARCA IR RIR LR I SO LB ST S R
B UM UG R A BUE 1R A REBI SR
s SRR EHEAEA AR R CORTIEIR) g B A6

AN A MR : RN AGE I = 2R & i B AR S . L AR
R FEIEIEF OAE, AMUEHIER IR A AR, AR



34|

ML A7 S b R R AR R SR AR A —— H SO SR i B TR
2006 1) B S IR FE AL I S IEIE

Conflict of Interest
K& LB AT 4 R,

Notes

" H Ry 257 iz, SEBRILAE A 246 .
CATIAENESE T A RRI Ol TR B AR .
PHE, XFAHY, Wit AR SRMEmTIH.



References

Chao, Chenglin.
2016

Jia, Jinhua
1993

Jing & Yun, Two Chan
Masters. 2011

Li, Yukun

2005

Sun, Changwu

1992

Wang, Rongguo
2000

Wang, Xiulin
2003

IR AL N 15

O SR R RN MESCERIR / R 135

“Buddhist Monk Poets and Monk Poetry in Fujian
Region during the Tang Dynasty”. Chinese Rhyme and
Literature Journal 30(1): 22-27. [Chinese Language
Text] R, ( BRABERRGFEE5GF ) ,
(P ELFE) .

“The Poetry Circle of Quanzhou during the Five
Dynasties Period”. Journal of Xiamen University
(Philosophy and Social Sciences Edition) 3: 66—70, 88.
[Chinese Language Text] 57 & %, (EZRKZIMFiE) |
CENMRFFRAFARHAFER) .

Records of the Patriarchal Hall. Shanghai: Shanghai
Ancient Books Publishing House. [Chinese Language
Text] (/&) #. B4, (mek), L b
4 d R AL

“The Spread of Chan Buddhism in Southern Fujian
during the Tang and Five Dynasties”. In On Southern
Fujian Culture: Proceedings of the Third Academic
Symposium on Southern Fujian Culture 2: 213-224.
[Chinese Language Text] &£ &, (/& AR T £ H
magtEdE) , GEEBI: F=BEHIFR
itk LET)) .

“Chan Literature in the Middle and Late Tang Dynasty”.
Tang Dynasty Literature Studies: 268—286. [Chinese
Language Text] 708 K, (F ¥ Za#LE) , (&
RLFFLY o

“The Transmission and Schools of Chan Buddhism in
Fujian”. Voice of Dharma 1: 30-33. [Chinese Language
Text] £RE, (R ABEGEITALER)
CEED ©

A Study on the Group of Poet Monks in the Late Tang
and Five Dynasties. Doctoral dissertation, Fudan



36 |

Zhang, Meilan
2009

University. [Chinese Language Text] £ %4k, (0%/& A
RIFGEHARAL) , L KF,

Annotated Edition of Records of the Patriarchal Hall.
Beijing: Commercial Press. [Chinese Language Text] 7K
£2, (REERE) , LT FHE,





