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Abstract

A Comparative Study of the ‘Ox-Seeking Pictures’ at the Yeoju
Headquarters Temple of Daesoon Jinrihoe and Chan Master Kuoan’s
Verses on the Ox-Herding Pictures in the Northern Song Dynasty

Daesoon Jinrihoe is a representative indigenous religion of Korea. The murals at its
headquarters temple in Yeoju illustrate principles of cultivation, which constitute one
of its distinctive features. Among them, the six paintings of the Searching for the Ox
are compared with the Ox-Herding Verses by the Song dynasty Chan master Kuoan,
revealing both similarities and differences in the stages of spiritual practice. The
distinction between the two lies in the metaphor of the “ox.” In the searching for the
Ox, the ox represents the traces of the Dao: the practitioner strives to seek the Dao,
attain it, guard it, and ultimately unite with it through devoted cultivation. In contrast,
in the Ox-Herding Verses, the ox symbolizes Buddha-nature, the true mind, which is
easily lost amidst worldly defilements. Thus, one must recover the true mind,
transform consciousness into wisdom, and restore the originally pure heart. Since the
true mind contains the universal truth, this Buddha-natured mind is also the Dao-heart.
From this reasoning, one can see that the core value in both traditions is this “Dao-
heart.” The principle of “making the will sincere and rectifying the mind” serves as the
truth guiding human conduct. This principle is easy to understand but difficult to
uphold; when lost, it must be recovered and carefully maintained through diligent
practice.

Keywords: Daesoon Thought; Daesoon Jinrihoe Temple; Searching for the Ox;
Chan Master Kuoan; Ten Ox-Herding Verses
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WD R E — 2, BAES (HD) HKE. OEFEE, BEL
MBS, AR BN B AR R DB FRRR R A, ORI, ARBETAT
CRABEDWMEART [1E] WEEr, A TEB ] Aod, Fodm
E. OFRIRER, FRE T MEIES ] . EANITE, #REeIT. B
Eo e [ NBERRRE., e, SR/AERL, EEEo | (DIRC
2020a, 234) . “HIEMAE SN,

SROER [ TEME, I T B R BRI, 2L (O] &
JRMESE . AU, FEERAMERNERT, WoRSIERRUE. AR SO BT AL BT R
7 AHURHE —IEE 0 S TN | BESSIEE . AEEMUHEwWHAER
HIgR B OB IIR , DRERBHAS , LEARDRA N T
BME. BE, SRR EE, EEAER, o [EdEEE] . TRA
B AR ERR.

(&4 ] B [ FBE] - B= [mige ] B0 ez X
AR R [TEEEEE] . S TEE ], B TE ] W,
LA (] (EED , IR T, BB, AETEE
B, HAASREGEA—, IER [EZ@N] s, mdidEs> =
SER. =R A4 1. ANEFER. BERAFEA. AR
Sy JURAIEJE GE—EESA . M EANBETNIEE, 'S [E ]
OIEFE, A 84 [E0] , EEOEEERAR, SAWE, £
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IREESR . DABIRR . ABHBFrsisRss o r, EodeE, AEHTOE
CEAT, Wk, RPN, nleAs), B—-DIERRR . B
BB RES IR, ATE AR S TE] LS TIAR,

SRR T ZEBATIE L2 D A BBAT DUBS AT R A (M S s ik B, 9%
AR 2. . SRR R !

A%, HURRESDEL SRR ] U5 — AR HBURRE ST N
EF, B REURESD RSURA R, KZBITEEVORE, T
FREOEAR , gtk RmmEmE . AR EED . N TE A
R, BRI . AR TEAANRARIREUEAT IR IR BB A B . M
TR A A, R, R

AN

TTRFERAE (EarlBBl —HE) R s aEmiRE, Pl
MG, MR, BEaMkEiby, EHRBIMEEREEREANP R, KRG
B, BERSE, AEERIA, SHRUE - UNERE, 1RENR AR
o BREIARIP B F S A S, ERNCAE, AR
RMERIA AL, SRSy —, RHEHEh e JOE, ZHRRIRERRR . A
PEEEE, BRI, REA, ABLY, PSR, #E g, )
FIAG . WREIPHIE QAR A O, RESIERE AR SRR, fENAE
REZ 6, DiEENRLIRBIES . RAENERM RS R
MIBR, ARESEERR & L8, NENSITeEaEmEn, &
PGP (LI 2008, 57) o FEAHEE RBSCHAGR R EH R 13
w, HASRFEHEE [ZBEE, AT, WEME, EEas] gh
HRERIRRE , HARE ZE LR AR, . ANZ%, wmifT [ =5
N, =R, —R [RAAF ] BRI, BEREY. #iEs
NE R [HAAHE ] OFEES . HEAEELSE; =2 AR
NE ] RRERE LR, NPT REAEE R E A S, o
LR R WAL WIS > . BEYEMIESAH,



168 | Journal of East Asian Religions and Cultures / Articles

(Lee 2013, 65-73) #AELHE EArH =M%, BRI AE 2, (AFH
R EBRAETA N T

NFIFEAT + SRB SR N Tr F, J7 DA SZ R 2 DAR 2R
BRN RS L R I %, PEERAUIRED, A 1972 B4 =K
AL E R, A REEEREHE. LR HEREEFEES (Lee
2020, 499) . HMEZMEE Btz R 2, DA ER . M
A7, SEEENKENL, SLAIRSEILARMIH R, DAL [RARA ] 2
5.

SRR T REEAR RIS, NBRANZ[AHEE, RZEFREANEFEAT,
77 Be G bR N BN ) O R B4y oo BEMIACERIES, [ #/bhE | DABEETT 5C
JRBISIEEEIE IR, MEEEMAE (18] PRSI 2 B RPER -
JER A AR AT <A B AED BRI DL T 4504k 1 oy B w4k 0] B 30A BB TR I B0
b, b, PR S TE R, RLUEAEK , #HE [ & ] K
(), 18 T840 b, ZHPrasnrs TR g—8, samdaksl 4]
GE.L) WEZ, AEGE [S4E ] 4Em e , <BUE D A4S
Ry [TEL ] o 54, AEESE> RS, WALLEREG —RREER,
& [ANBREET ] — ik o] i e ] RO St A .
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Notes

B, BRAERRATAO AT R Du 19835 ETSARATAGRI LR CEURASY B 21 9%, A
ARETF AR CRPTRERAEY b, (A SCEE . BRNE EREIES, H 8RR
FEER O, BYXEAHEELE, BR Suzuki 1970, 369. 31E Wu 1991 314, ¥ 1.
sk, (#EEE: Tathagatagarbha) , KIEMBFMTEE, RIBRKFMBHHIEF, —VIREALAH
AA. BHBHES. AAHERAOM , XRMEMME. B, AL AR TR E5. EE
Hho SRABEAA BETONE, ARG, IR RA R IR REER . .
W BATIRRRENR . A REW. Bk, W (Fo Guang Dictionary of Buddhism
n.d .

COPTEE TRURA G | R EREA A O S TRk AR AE R SR, ARG
FE TR ARG —FE [38/7] (tension) o 3 WZERRMNEHAE T & s 4770 T



[RSEE g | 1 [ ) BLARR - R R Am R A AT D) R L LR e/ oRBESS 1169

AW TR ] , HIXCRREU A SR AT i s 2. RAEmEEn [RR ] 5
WifRREE ) [N ] ARy, IEAHEEN, FOHEEEN [HF] o ek,
Gadamer 52 & [#R48F4& | (fusion of horizons) (Gadamer 2007, 395-399)

bR B AR . ARTERA 1860 SEAINIHCEIR, AT A BRI AR T s LA ST ORI
R, Bt IR E AR B R ROB A4 (Lee 2017, 9-11; Li 2009, 581)

TR ER AT AR R R AR AT O, T A L SRR 0 A R S AR B SR (1L R B Ep

7 (Lu 2010, 395).

O R T R RS RE (CERAS) - [OWTIRA, eI, RAERMNA, EEmAE. |
ODIEFTANGE, PRl [=FMEcy, B, o4 —Pnkd, OWl—UER. BT OREE,
FAEMRPAFAE; O, At E L EA R T Fo Guang Shan Master Hsing Yun.
n.d
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Appendixes

Pi gkl g% 1. SEUOCKEI G HE GG [ 40
Group 1: The Ox Seeking Pictures (Simudo) in Mural Paintings at the Yeoju Temple Complex
of Daesoon Jinrihoe, Korea

(48 hik:https://chidaesoon.org/cn/temples/paintings)

1. REHHE 2. Agava
Figure 1. Profound Contemplation Leading to Figure 2. Finding and Following the Great Dao
Epiphany

3. mmiEz 4. WX K
Figure 3. Diligent Practice of the Dao and Figure 4. Devoting Oneself Incessantly to the
Overcoming Hardships Great Dao

B 5. #ilAK B 6. #EZilH
Figure 5. True State of the Unification with the Figure 6. The Enlightened World of the Dao
Dao
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Wb S5 20 rhBRIOR - 0 e AR AT < A e D>
(275 3 5 - ML & - A 7 — A A PR B M B B 1 )
Group 1: "The Odes to the Ox-Herding Pictures" by Zen Master Kuoan (Shiyuan) of the Song
Dynasty, China.
(Reference: CBETA [Chinese Buddhist Electronic Text Association]: The World of Buddhist
Studies — Online Tripitaka, and the Hong Kong Buddhist Cultural Association Website)
(48 4ik: http://www.buddhism.org.hk/study/Article-2059.html)

1. F4 2. R
Figure 1. Seeking the Ox Figure 2. Seeing the Traces

3. R4 4. 3%
Figure 3. Seeing the Ox Figure 4. Catching the Ox (or Obtaining the Ox)
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A i
8 5. 44 B 6. HFHER
Figure 5. Herding the Ox (or Tending the Ox) Figure 6. Riding th OxHome

BB B 8. AAE

7.
Figure 7. Forgetting the Ox, Remaining with the Figure 8. Both Ox and Person Forgotten
Person

i

B 10. NE &5
Figure 9. Returning to the Origin, Back to the Figure 10. Entering the Marketplace with Open
Source Hands

B 9. BAZER
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