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Abstract

“Dominating things without being dominated by objects”:
Zhuangzi's Warning on Al Alienation

Zhuangzi’s philosophy of “dominating things without being dominated by objects”
serves as a warning for Al alienation. This paper explores the dialectical relationship
between “wu” (things) and “dao” (morality) in Zhuangzi’s philosophy, revealing AT’s
triple negation of human subjectivity. Drawing on Zhuangzi’s wisdom of “dominating
technology by morality”, it proposes four ethical principles: “the way from nature”,
“govern by doing nothing that goes against nature”, “equality of things”, and “the
futility of utility”. These principles are integrated into Al to establish a governance
framework that eliminates alienation and fosters human-machine coexistence. This
study highlights Zhuangzi’s relevance in addressing instrumental rationality, value
rationality, and reconstructing human-technology relations in the contemporary
context.

Keywords: Attificial Intelligence, Subjectivity Crisis, Dominating Things Without
Being Dominated by Objects, Human-Machine Symbiosis
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