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Abstract

On the Doctrine of Preaching through Words in The Vimalakirti Sutra

The Vimalakirti Sutra is a classic Buddhist text, yet the doctrine of its verbal teaching has not
been fully analyzed.The article concludes that, first, the original purpose of its verbal teaching
is to explain how to enter the “Dharma-gate of Non-duality” and attain “liberation”. Therefore,
on the one hand, it theoretically points out that “there are no written words or language” and
intends to transcend verbal expressions; on the other hand, in specific practice, it cannot do
without words and emphasizes “not clinging to words”. Second, the primary premise of its
verbal teaching is the “teaching by an illusory being”, which indicates that words cannot directly
make the “Dharma” present. Thus, the Dharma expounded can only exist in the form of
“differance” . Third, when confronting the tension between the “expressible” and the
“inexpressible”, it adopts both “direct statement” and “implied indication” to manifest the
Dharma. Finally, it reveals that the fundamental significance of verbal teaching lies in, from the
perspective of the audience, fully inspiring those who hear the Dharma to open up the
boundaries of receiving the Dharma, thereby enabling them to attain the Dharma through their
own enlightenment. The doctrine of verbal teaching in the Vimalakirti Sutra has exerted a
profound influence on the aesthetic perceptions and modes of expression of later Chan
Buddhism and poets.

Keywords: Vimalakirti Sutra; verbal teaching; Non-duality; liberation; direct
statement; implied indication
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