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Abstract

The background of the suppression of Taoism and Buddhism by the
devout Emperor Wu of Northern Zhou dynasty

In this paper, I have demonstrated that Emperor Wu, the third emperor of the
Northern Zhou Dynasty, who persecuted and banned Taoism and Buddhism, actually
believed in Buddhism and was very interested in Taoist magic for immortality. In 574,
the devout emperor prohibited all religions, beliefs, and rites not recognized by the
state including Buddhism and Taoism. Contrary to popular belief, Emperor Wu of the
Northern Zhou Dynasty did not only suppress Buddhism, but also eliminated all
religions, beliefs, and ancestral rites, except perhaps Confucianism. A Buddhist statue
was unearthed from his tomb, revealing that the emperor, who persecuted religion,
practiced Buddhism privately and personally. P4Z8% 4 ali— UL, 456 1930
DL

Keywords: Emperor Wu of the Northern Zhou Dynasty; Buddhist persecution;
religious oppression; Devout Buddhist; taking elixir of the Taoist magic
for immortality; arsenic poisoning; wuxingdabuqian(Z47 K 7 4%));
Congquest of Northern Qi; military expenses
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