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Abstract

A Comprehensive Assessment of Zhixu’s Views on Confucian Figures

In addition to being renowned for his Buddhist thought, Ouyi Zhixu is also noted
in scholarship for his stance on reconciling Buddhism and Confucianism. However, if
one relies solely on Rushi zongchuan gieyi (“A Humble Discussion on the
Transmission of the Confucian and Buddhist Traditions”), it remains difficult to grasp
the full scope of his evaluative framework concerning Confucian figures. His relevant
views are in fact scattered throughout numerous writings and require comprehensive
examination. This study surveys his works as a whole and sifts through these dispersed
discussions in order to reconstruct his evaluative system regarding Confucian figures
and the overall structure of his understanding of Confucianism, while further
exploring the underlying rationale of his reconciliation of Buddhism and
Confucianism. Taken together, Zhixu regarded Confucius as a bodhisattva’s
manifestation, identified the “mind-transmission of Confucius and Yan Hui” as the
supreme teaching of the Confucian tradition, and reinterpreted it through Buddhist
doctrinal principles, thereby establishing it as the pivotal criterion for his evaluation
of Confucianism and his reconciliation of the two traditions.

Keywords: the Mind Transmission of Confucius and Yan Hui; supramundane mind-
dharma; the reconciliation of Buddhism and Confucianism 5 more
keywords
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WA [hk |, DI ES. mid HAEEE: PR T EAR - K] Fime EHiE
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B, =45, Alt—DIEZz 2@  ORERA) . (GEEm) 5 Zhixu 2014, 15:153-
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