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Abstract

An Exploration of Guan Yu's Image in the Shamanic God Paintings of
North Korea

The belief in Guan Yu flourished alongside the popularity of Romance of the Three
Kingdoms during the Ming and Qing dynasties, and even spread to the neighboring
Korean Peninsula. Introduced to Korea by the Ming army, the worship of Guan Yu
experienced a transition from initial neglect to widespread popularity. Later, it
integrated into Korean shamanism, was incorporated into the indigenous shamanic
deity system of Korea, and became the “General God" in shamanic paintings. After
going through three periods—the Joseon Dynasty, the Japanese colonial period, and
the post-independence era of Korea—the images of Guan Yu achieved “localization"
and "indigenization" from the top down across the Korean Peninsula. This
appropriation and evolution of iconography not only represents a new definition of
Guan Yu’s figure by Korea, but also embodies the localized interpretation and creative
transformation of Confucian values by Korean society.

Keywords: Korea; Shamanism; Shamanic deity paintings; Guan Yu
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