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Postglacial Vegetation History of the Central Western Region of
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ABSTRACT: A sediment core from the Cheollipo arboretum (36° 47' 57"N, 126° 09' 04"E) was studied for
pollen analysis in order to reconstruct postglacial vegetational change and environmental changes around the
central western region of the Korean Peninsula. The record shows four pollen assemblage zones: Zone CHL-
I, Quercus stage (ca. 9,300 76,200 yr BP); zone CHL-II, Quercus-Pinus stage (ca. 6,200 ~4,600 yr BP);
zone CHL-III, Pinus-Quercus stage (ca. 4,600 ~ 1,160 yr BP); zone CHL-IV and Pinus stage (ca. 1,160 yr
BP-present). During the 9,300 78,500 yr BP, the early Holocene, researchers have guessed a piece of
cool-temperate northern/altimontane mixed coniferous and deciduous broad-leaved forest. Between 8,500 ~
4,600 yr BP the Quercus dominated the landscape of study area and the established dates of this typical
cool-temperate central/montane deciduous broad-leaved forest vegetation might be ca. 6500 yr BP, and then
the Pinus developed around the site at ca. 5,700 yr BP. The abrupt increase of Pinus and NAP (non-arboreal
pollen) after ca. 1,100 yr BP indicates the vegetation changes due to human activities. From the dynamics of
the Chenopodiaceae pollen indicating salt marsh and freshwater pollen flora such as Typha, Trapa,
Nymphoides and so forth, we suggest that the tidal flat was altered into freshwater lake around 6,500 yr BP.
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Table 1. The pollen flora of the study site

Trees Shrubs Herbs
Abies’ Alnus’ Aconitum, Alisma, Anemone, Aretemisia’
Acer’ Araliaceae Astillbe, Bistorta, Brasenia
Aucuba Calicarpa Caryophyllaceae, Chenopodiceae’
Betuld' Clerodendron Clematis+Caltha, Compositae*

Carpinus* Corylus* Cyperaceae*, Eriocaulon, Fagopyrum*

Castanea’ Elaeagnus Gramineae , Haloragis, Impatiens
Celtis Hydrangea  Isopyrum, Juncaceae, Justicia
Cornus Ilex Leonurus type, Liliaceae, Lysimachia
Fraxinus' Lespedeza Lythrum, Menyanthes, Monochoria
Juglans* Ligustrum Moraceae, Murdania, Nymphoides*

Phellodendron  Lonicera Onagraceae, Other Labiatae

Picea Meliosma Other Leguminosae, Other Polygonaceae
Pinus’ Myrica Other Rosaceae, Other Saxifragaceae
Platycarya* Rhododendron Ottelia, Parnassia, Patrinia, Persicaria

Pterocarya Rhus Plantago, Polygonum, Rannunculus

Quercus* Salix’ Rumex, Sagitlaria*, Sanguisorba
Stewartia’ Stephyllea Thalictrum, Trapa, Typha*, Umbelliferae
Tilia" Symplocos Utricularia, Vicia

Tsuga Tripterigium SPORES

Ulmus & Vitis

Zelkova" Monolete type spores*,

Trilete type spores*

* is represented in the pollen diagram.

Table 2. Radiocarbon dates from core CL-4

Sample . Altitude Radiocarbon age
No. Material (cm) (st BP)
CL-4-01 Sediment bulk 307 1,410 £ 40
CL-4-02  Plant fragment 276 1,840 £ 70
CL-4-03  Sediment bulk 248 2,430 + 110
CL-4-04 Sediment bulk 211 4,560 + 80
CL-4-05 Sediment bulk 120 5,660 £ 30
CL-4-06 Sediment bulk 68 5,820 + 150
CL-4-07 Sediment bulk 63 6,050 £ 40
CL-4-08  Sediment bulk 21 6,330 = 40
CL-4-09*  Sediment bulk -4 8,060 £ 160
CL-4-10*  Plant fragment 24 6,640 + 40
CL-4-11*  Plant fragment —66 6,130 + 100
CL-4-12  Sediment bulk -144 8,920 + 150

* is discarded for the construction of age curve.
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Fig. 3. Age-depth model for core CL-4 based on nine radiocarbon
dates.
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Fig. 4. Simplified stratigraphic section of core CL-4.
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