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We sincerely thank the reader for their thoughtful and 
constructive comments on our recent article, “Survival rate 
of dental implant in the anterior mandible: a retrospective 
study”1. We greatly appreciate this opportunity to clarify 
aspects of our study and to discuss additional considerations 
that may strengthen the interpretation of our findings.

We fully agree that bone quality, periodontal status, oral 
hygiene, and parafunctional habits are well-documented de-
terminants of implant prognosis1,2. However, relatively few 
long-term studies have systematically evaluated the influence 
of prosthetic variables—such as type of restoration, type of 
prosthesis, and loading protocols—on implant survival in the 
anterior mandibular region3,4. Our study was designed to ad-
dress this gap by focusing specifically on prosthetic factors 
in this area, aiming to provide clinically relevant insights for 
prosthetic treatment planning.

The retrospective nature of our study inevitably limited 
our ability to collect and adjust for all clinical risk factors. 
To reduce potential bias, we applied strict inclusion criteria, 
standardized treatment protocols, and included only fully 
documented cases. Nevertheless, we acknowledge this limi-
tation and agree that future prospective, multicenter studies 
are needed to capture these variables comprehensively and 
evaluate their interactions more robustly.

Regarding the observed association between loading 
protocols and implant survival, we concur that factors such 
as baseline bone density or occlusal forces could have in-

fluenced this finding. Comprehensive future studies that 
integrate both biological and prosthetic parameters will be es-
sential to strengthen causal inference and improve the clinical 
applicability of results.

Once again, we thank the readers for their insightful com-
ments, which we believe will guide further investigations and 
contribute to advancing the understanding of implant survival 
from both biological and prosthetic perspectives.

ORCID

Su-Yeon Kim, https://orcid.org/0009-0008-3358-2656
Yu-Lee Kim, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1350-5895
Hyun-Jun Kong, https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9331-3572

Authors’ Contributions

Response was written by S.Y.K. and reviewed by Y.L.K. 
and H.J.K.

Funding

No funding to declare.

Conflict of Interest

No potential conflict of interest relevant to this article was 
reported.

References

1.	 Jaffin RA, Berman CL. The excessive loss of Branemark fixtures 
in type IV bone: a 5-year analysis. J Periodontol 1991;62:2-4. 
https://doi.org/10.1902/jop.1991.62.1.2

2.	 Karoussis IK, Salvi GE, Heitz-Mayfield LJ, Brägger U, Häm-
merle CH, Lang NP. Long-term implant prognosis in patients 
with and without a history of chronic periodontitis: a 10-year 
prospective cohort study of the ITI Dental Implant System. Clin 
Oral Implants Res 2003;14:329-39. https://doi.org/10.1034/j.1600-

   This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc/4.0/), which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, 
and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

CC

Response to the letter regarding “Survival rate of dental implant in  
the anterior mandible: a retrospective study”

Su-Yeon Kim, Yu-Lee Kim, Hyun-Jun Kong

Department of Prosthodontics and Wonkwang Dental Research Institute, College of Dentistry, Wonkwang University, Iksan, Korea

© 2025 The Korean Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons.

https://doi.org/10.5125/jkaoms.2025.51.5.329
pISSN 2234-7550 · eISSN 2234-5930

Hyun-Jun Kong
Department of Prosthodontics and Wonkwang Dental Research Institute, 
College of Dentistry, Wonkwang University, 460 Iksandae-ro, Iksan 
54538, Korea
TEL: +82-63-859-2929
E-mail: zsfvzsfv@naver.com
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9331-3572

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

https://doi.org/10.1902/jop.1991.62.1.2
https://doi.org/10.1034/j.1600-0501.000.00934.x
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.5125/jkaoms.2025.51.5.329&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2025-10-31
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9331-3572


J Korean Assoc Oral Maxillofac Surg 2025;51:329-330

330

0501.000.00934.x
3.	 Rammelsberg P, Lorenzo-Bermejo J, Kappel S. Effect of prosthetic 

restoration on implant survival and success. Clin Oral Implants Res 
2017;28:1296-302. https://doi.org/10.1111/clr.12974

4.	 Zhou W, Gallucci GO, Chen S, Buser D, Hamilton A. Placement 
and loading protocols for single implants in different locations: a 
systematic review. Int J Oral Maxillofac Implants 2021;36:e72-89. 
https://doi.org/10.11607/jomi.8750

How to cite this article: Kim SY, Kim YL, Kong HJ. Response to 

the letter regarding “Survival rate of dental implant in the anterior 

mandible: a retrospective study”. J Korean Assoc Oral Maxillofac 

Surg 2025;51:329-330. https://doi.org/10.5125/jkaoms.2025.51.5.329

https://doi.org/10.1034/j.1600-0501.000.00934.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/clr.12974
https://doi.org/10.11607/jomi.8750



