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Response to the letter regarding “Diagnosis and management of
persistent idiopathic facial pain following dental procedures:
a retrospective study”

Seung-Heon Bae, Gyu-Jo Shim, Tae-Geon Kwon

Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, School of Dentistry, Kyungpook National University, Daegu, Korea

Thank you for your interest in our report, “Diagnosis and
management of persistent idiopathic facial pain following
dental procedures: a retrospective study”'. We appreciate
your thoughtful comments, which provide valuable insights
into the diagnosis and management of persistent idiopathic
facial pain (PIFP). We agree that our study is limited by its
retrospective nature and small sample size, which precluded
more sophisticated evaluations. As you recommended, in-
corporating psychometric screening to evaluate anxiety and
depression would be highly beneficial for patients, as it facili-
tates a more holistic understanding and effective management
of their pain.

Regarding the clinical presentation, the International Clas-
sification of Headache Disorders (ICHD)’ diagnostic criteria
for PIFP state that clinical neurological examinations must
be normal. In our cohort, we confirmed that all neurologi-
cal findings were normal. PIFP is distinct from neuropathic
facial pain; it is characterized by the absence of hypoesthesia
or paresthesia’. Furthermore, PIFP symptoms typically do
not follow a specific peripheral nerve distribution, and the
pain location often differs from the site of potential nerve
injury.

Despite these clinical findings, patients often attribute PIFP
directly to a specific dental procedure (such as prosthetic or
surgical treatment) because the onset of pain coincides with
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the treatment. Consequently, PIFP cases are frequently in-
volved in medicolegal disputes. We agree that early referral
and a multimodal treatment approach are essential for im-
proving outcomes for both patients and clinicians.

Thank you again for your valuable comments, which in-
spire further research and discussion in this field.
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