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The Study on the Advertisement for the Dental Alloys during the Colonial Period in Korea

Shin Jae Eui Dental Clinic
Shin Jae Eui, D.D.S.,M.S.D.,Ph.D

Gold has always been with the human history, and it has transformed its role as the major dental materials in modern dentistry. The
development of alloys was aiming for lowering the price of alloys.

In 1927, only the jewelers were allowed to handle the gold but in 1932, gold could be distributed through the dental dealers as well.

In May, 1931, the Association of the Japanese Dental Materials was founded, and in 1934, the Japanese colonial government has
controlled the usage of gold, and the members of the association of the Japanese Dental Materials started to do research and develop the
alloys.

In 1933, the Osaka Dental Metal Research Institute has done research for alloys. Dental Gold Alloys were developed to contain the
lower rate of gold and sometimes it was even recommended to be replaced with Platinum. Some of alloys developed were including alloys
without any gold. Dental dealers and companies have manufactured and sold various kinds of alloys and also import alloys from foreign
countries.

In 1939, “The Nationalism” was the main theme even for the advertisement of alloys. On Jun.lst, 1939, the Insurance Div. of the
Ministry of Welfare in Japan has only approved Platinum crown for the dental treatment, and Nickel-Chrom alloy crown has not be
accepted for the same purposes. On Jul. 7th, 1939, the Association of the Japanese Dental Metal Industry was established.

During the China-Japan war in Sep., 1939, the Japanese colonial government has exerted themselves in developing the (gold) replacing
alloys, and the Association of Korean Dentistry(Chosun Dental Association) and the Seoul Dental Association(Kyungseong Dental
Association) announced the effectiveness of this alloy from the academic viewpoint.

On Dec. 29th, 1939, all of gold usages in dental clinics were become allowed and effective as the government law. On Apr.26th, 1940,
the Association of the Korean Dental Dealers was founded. On Apr.1st, 1941, the colonial government has regulated all of necessaries of
life under the control of government, and accordingly, the price for all of dental materials should be placed under the official government
price guidelines.

Looking back upon those periods, there have been many researches and developments have done for numerous alloys which were once
come and go, but they left the valuable experiences from their trace. As our study on this report was conducted only on the advertisements
from those periods which usually carries advocating and commercial phrases for the public, we are obliged to have limited background
information for dental alloys such as their chemical properties, etc. But the experience from those early research and development periods
has contributed to the development of alloys and expansion of treatment areas and the potential beneficiaries of this development.
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