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The status and improvement course of dental treatment
for the disabled in Korea

'Graduate student, 2Associate professor, *Clinical assistant professor,
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Objective : In spite of increasing dental treatment for the disabled, there was a few collected data on dental treatment status and
dentists” perception in Korea. The purpose of this study is to research the current dental treatment status for the disabled in Korea
and to suggest public health policies for the disabled.

Material and methods : Total of 68 dentists who have treated the disabled regularly were asked to fill questionnaires regarding
dental treatments for the disabled.

Results:

1. It is necessary to set up public dental center for the disabled in rural area.

2.In case of dental treatments relating to cerebral palsy, ADHD, autism, the compensation for treatment time and extra

investment is needed.

3.0Only 39.7% of dentists charged treatment fees to the disabled as same as normal patients. Moreover 38.2% of dentists

answered that they didn’t charge treatment fees at all when their patient are disabled.

4.23.5% of dentists provided all of dental treatments including dental implant and orthodontic appliances in Korea. However,

54.3% of dentists reported the improvement of access to dental implant, orthodontic and esthetic treatment is needed.

S. It is imperative for the government to improve the support system for the disabled.

Conclusions:

Through this research only 26.5% of dentists answered that they had received the fund from the government and 11.1% of them
were satisfied with the support for the disabled in Korea. This indicated the improvement of government financial support system
for the disabled is needed.
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Table 1. Distribution of dentists by their gender, age and number of years in treating the disabled (unit: %,person)

gender age period of time spent treating handicapped patients
male 58.8(40) twenties 17.7(12) 1-3yrs 33.8(23)
female 39.7(27) thirties 30.9(21) 3-5yrs 11.8( 8)
no answer 15( 1) forties 41.1(28) 5-10yrs 19.1(13)
fifties 8.8( 6) more than 10yrs 29.4(20)
no answer 1.5( 1) no answer 5.9( 4)

Table 2. Distribution of dentists by area (unit: %,person)

area comprehensive category of practice area
Seoul 42.6(29) metropolitan city 66.2(45)
Gyeonggi area 10.3( 7) city 32.3(22)
Gangwon area 5.9( 4) rural community 1.5( 1)
Jeolla area 16.2(11)
Chungcheong area 8.9( 6)
Gyeongsang area 16.1(11)
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Table 3. Types of employment (unit: %,person)

practitioner public hospital university hospital volunteer
39.7(27) 19.1(13) 20.6(14) 20.6(14)

Table 4. Frequencies of dental treatment for the disabled (unit:%,person)

everyday 1~2/week 3~4/week 1~2/month
16.2(11) 22.1(15) 13.2(9) 48.5(33)
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Table 5. Average number of patients treated per day (unit:%,person)

1/day 2~3/day 4~5/day

6~10/day more than 10/day no answer

27.9(19) 14.7(10) 7.5(5)

13.2(9) 33.8(23) 2.9(2)

Table 6. Types of dental treatment provided (unit: %,person)

restorative treatment (within

. restorative treatment
Insurance system)

all of dental treatment (including

DT B R implant, orthodontic treatment)

10.3(7) 44.1(30) 22.1(15) 23.5(16)
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. hearing or seeing ) . autism, ADHD,
mental retardation cerebral palsy impairment physical handicap psychosis no answer
41.2(28) 11.8(8) 7.3(5) 19.1(13) 19.1(13) 1.5(1)
*:(multiple choice)
Table 8. Disability types least compatible with prosthodontic treatment (unit: %,person)
mental retardation cerebral palsy autism, ADHD economic hardship no answer
27.9(19) 33.8(23) 20.6(14) 16.2(11) 1.5(1)
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Table 9. The most difficult dental treatment (unit: %,person)

restorative prosthodontic periodontal implant, orthodontic, reventivel care
treatment treatment treatment esthetic treatment P
1.5(1) 32.4(22) 0(0) 54.3(37) 11.8(8)

Table 10. Additional management methods as a safety precaution” (unit:%, person)

immobilization : nitrous oxide general

devices oral sedation sedation anesthesia referral no answer
60.3(41) 14.7(10) 4.4(3) 7.3(5) 11.8(8) 1.5(1)
*:(multiple choice)
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Table 11. Types of accident (unit: %,person)

swallowing (instrument, ~ tooth fracture, tooth  physical injury (dentist
tooth) luxation or patient)

29.4(20) 10.3(7) 36.8(25) 22.1(15) 1.5(1)

stress damage to property
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Table 12. Types of treatment fee charged by dentist (unit: %,person)

free of charge only insurance fee

partially charge

totally charge extra charge

38.2(26) 0(0) 22.1(15) 39.7(27) 0(0)
Table 13. Satisfaction index of fund or support from government (unit: %,person)
very satisfied satisfied moderate unsatisfied very unsatisfied
0(0) 11.1(2) 38.9(7) 27.8(5) 22.2(4)
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