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Herpes Infection

Department of Oral Pathology, College of Dentistry, Kangnung-Wonju National University
Sang Shin Lee, Suk Keun Lee

Herpes virus family is highly infectious to patients, their families and dentists. The diagnosis of herpes infection is based on the
characteristic clinical appearance and the location of the lesions. Herpes Simplex Virus(HSV) usually acquired through direct
contact with infected lesions or body fluids, and the prevalence of HSV infection increases progressively from childhood. Primary
infections provoke herpetic gingivostomatis typically affects the tongue, lips, gingival, buccal mucosa and palate. Recurrent
infections give rise to vesiculo-ulcerative lesions at vermilion border of lip(herpes labialis). In the form of chickenpox, Varicella
Zoster Virus(VZV) usually is infected in childhood. VZV spreads in the affected primary afferent nerve to the skin and produces a
vesicular rash and pain. Epstein-Barr Virus(EBV) infects B cells and cause infectious mononucleosis. Latent EBV infection has
also been implicated in Burkitt lymphoma, nasopharyngeal carcinoma. Cytomegalovirus(CMV) is associated with immune-

compromised patient such as organ transplantation and AIDS patients.
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Cytomegalovirus(CMV)
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