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The eleven reasons why dentist should study the geriatric dentistry

Korea University Graduate School of Clinical Dentistry
Yong-Geun Choi

The age structure has been experiencing substantial change due to the decreased birth rate as well as the increased life expectancy.
Gorge Magnus, an English economist, casts warnings of population ageing which has the potential of huge socioeconomic impact
human society has never experienced before. The prediction that proportion of elderly people in need of oral health care will
increase substantially is a new challenge to dentists in the future. The old paradigm that the aged person is just the person who was
born earlier and needs the same conventional oral health care should be shifted to the new one. Elderly people tend to express their
political interest related with health care system by actively participating in the national elections. The need to sustain economic
status for the extended life span makes them seek eagerly esthetic health care to maintain sound social function. Most of them are

under multiple chronic diseases and take related medicines. In addition, many studies report about mental change as well as
physical change among the aged people. Since the prevalence of dental diseases among the aged is higher than other chronic
devastating diseases, the aged seeking oral health care will increase. The aged who has different physical and psychological status
as well as chronic disease and related medicine will show unexpected response to the conventional oral health care. In addition,
the impact of tooth loss is substantial physically, mentally and emotionally. Dentist should prepare different approaches for the
elderly dental patient.

Key words : Geriatric dentistry, New paradigm about dental patients, Dental geriatrician
e-mail : ygc01@freechal.com
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Health Statistics » Drug access (most recent) by country

VIEW DATA: Totals Defintion  Source £ Printable version

Bar Graph Map Correlations
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Table 2-3-10. Vigommw physical activity participating me among 19 and dders - 2005, 2007

o) Tt - %
T B . | o of
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o
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T 33
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Theories of Aging

1. Spontaneous mutations— x rays, radiation

2. Damage from Free Radicals — x rays, UV of
sunlight

3. A free radical reaction with glucose - physical
activity

4.

5.

6. The body's defenses weakened: overeducation
7. Hormonal and neuroendocrine theories
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Threats to tooth retention in older adults
Periodontal disease
« Root caries
Tooth wear
Poorly designed RPD
Systemic disease (+medication)
Bone loss in aging
72l 14, OIE0|N X0IS | Bt HoIRAS
o, dAoll= o]t dite %ﬂiﬁﬂ Q- 109+
sl ek AHE 654 oA TTHoR ThE dE
] T B|3le] 9~3ul(15~34A]: 23.2 . 35~644):35.9
)7} =t}
2 ZHEEY
3 Y| EYY [ZIX|2E MY MA F=Ct
4 ey 9 Ay
L= 35}0] 312 opA7kA] HEkslA| vl %l A2 §iA|
’ RERAE v 7R 9l A9lel dhat el ol Ho glek

6 AF o XDTFe =X Y 2 13). 71 Zo)A Hole} G A1 Yelo] B4
of 1=3lo] QloJA QU] T Hiuch B2 o ke
sl w2 Agte] wem FuelsA AayE 4= gk
(13 14). Z 01 FolA] kedfol i AR 29
9 ERHEEY o] th2 Askurh A BTk AL AR, A4
wolo] AT 2918 WYl 557 lwoﬂ oo]
A A3pagio] Brks 212 o 4 QITHIE 9). ol4le]
L wolSo] SEF ASEES hA g Aol
FrolelEe] chaket A FollA AT AR7)5o

594 | Cghx|ZHo|AREIE|X| H49E H10E 2011




T2l 1e. Q1] Z+ 7| 7e| At
B 2 o] AT RAEloE alBe] A Tl AluEel 7%, A% 71, Qg
BAA ol AFEEL A soput sk At A7 B Zash) Hgens Ao
sola] ARSI EHA LS, AAHBES o] w 400) UL HersE Y 15). 2, Tkt

2+ ekotH(orofacial areas)]
functioning dentition &gt

» Digestion of food regarding variation and
appreciation of food

 Socialization ; work

« Communication ; work
(speaking & facial expression)

» Interpersonal relations; work

Human body

Life: heart, brain, m

Quality of life: eye, ear, mouth, legs, hands,
genital

F =89 £X|:, mouth, Iegs, hands
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Anatomical change
Impaired mastication
Limitation of food selection
Speech impairment
Appearance change
L ok ok
I ok Not ok
I Not ok Not ok
Iv: Don't wear
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Dr. Bliss’ method

Be agreeable
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Be a good listener
Avoid arguments
Criticize carefully
Don’t be egoistic
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Be interested in others
Remember names and faces
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