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A study on the leakage of mercury vapor from pre-capsulated dental amalgam
according to storage temperature
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'Department and Research Institute of Dental Biomaterials and Bioengineering,
Yonsei University College of Dentistry, Seoul, Korea, 2BK21 FOUR Project, Yonsei University College of Dentistry

Objective: The aim of this study was to measure the amount of mercury vapor from one pre-capsulated dental amalgam ac-
cording to the storage temperature and to investigate whether the storage temperature suggested by the manufacturer or ISO is
appropriate for the storage.

Materials and Methods: GK Amalgam and Ultracaps+ were used in this study. One pre-capsulated dental amalgam was placed
in a Tedlar Bag and the Tedlar Bag was filled with 2 L of (4+2) °C air. The Tedler Bag was stored at one of the three different
temperature conditions; (4+2) °C, (23+2) °C and (30+2) °C for 24 hours. By applying Ontario hydro method, mercury vapor in the
Tedlar Bag was oxidized in KMnO,-H,SO, solvent and pre-treated, followed by analyses using the Cold Vapor Atomic Absorption
Spectrophotometry. Five measurements were obtained from each group.

Results: The average mercury vapor from GK Amalgam was (0.068+0.024), (0.300+0.100) and (0.544+0.133) mg/m®, and Ul-
tracaps+ was (0.026+0.008), (0.088+0.013) and (0.146+0.023) mg/m’ at (4+2) °C, (23+2) °C and (30+2), respectively. There was
a significant difference between GK Amalgam and Ultracaps+ at each temperature, and depending on the storage temperature in
each material (p<0.05).

Conclusions: It was evident that storage at (23+2) °C result in exposure of mercury vapor exceeding 340 to 1,170% of the expo-
sure amount compare to the standard set by the Ministry of Labor in Korea. In order to reduce the amount of mercury vapor leaking
from pre-capsulated dental amalgam, it is considered an effective method for users to periodically ventilate storage places, store
them in refrigerators or keepin sealed container, and manufacturers to produce them in individual packaging.
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Figure 1. (A) Pre—capsulated dental amalgam (Ultracaps+; SDI limited, Australia). (B) Schematic diagram
of pre—capsulated dental amalgam. The capsule is activated by pressing in the plunger. This
tears the membrane, allowing alloy and mercury to be mixed together
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Table 1. Pre—capsulated dental amalgam product used in this study

Alloy Composition of powder alloy(%)

Name Mercury/alloy ratio Lot No. Manufacturer
(mg) Cu Sn Ag reey
GK amalgam 600 25 ) 43 11 200905 AT &M B|omater|als
capsule Co, China
Ultracaps+ 600 20 30 50 0.88/1 1115967 SDl limited,
Australia
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Figure 2. One isolated Pre-capsulated dental amalgam and 2 L of (4£2) °C Air in a Tedlar Bag
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Figure 3. Schematic diagram of mercury—sampling train in this study. The air sample pass the im—
pinger at a rate of 1L/min. The solution(4% w/v KMnO,, 10% v/v H,SO,) in the impinger
absorbs elemental mercury from the air sample

Table 2. Amount of mercury vapor released from one pre—capsulated dental amalgam capsule in 24h at each temperature.

GK amalgam capsule Ultracaps®
—_ Temperature
(0 412 2312 3042 442 2312 3042
Number
1 0.098 0.343 0.658 0.020 0.089 0.185
2 0.046 0.178 0.373 0.028 0.103 0.145
3 0.055 0.291 0.506 0.016 0.083 0.131
4 0.088 0.449 0.698 0.036 0.095 0.138
5 0.051 0.263 0.486 0.030 0.069 0.129
Average 0.068* 0.305* 0.544%¢ 0.0265 0.088% 0.146%
(mg/m?) +0.024 +0.100 +0.133 +0.008 +0.013 +0.023

Different capital letters indicate significant differences in the average between groups at the same storage temperature. Different
lowercase letters indicate significant difference between storage temperatures within the same group(p<0.05)
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Figure 4. Amount of mercury vapor released in 24h from one pre—capsulated dental amalgam at each
temperature. There was a significant difference depending on the storage temperature(p<0.05)
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Table 3. Exposure limits for mercury vapor in the Workplace %
Institution Exposure limit ||-_[éJ_
National institute for occupational safety & health immediately dangerous to life or health 3 I1|.|9|
: 10 mg/m 'S
concentration =
Occupational safety and health administration permissible exposure limit 0.1 mg/m® TWA Tl
National institute for occupational safety & health recommended exposure limit 0.05 mg/m?3 TWA skin Fllo
American conference of governmental industrial hygienists threshold limit value 0.025 mg/m? ‘ﬁ
Korea 8 hours time weighted average 0.025 mg/m® ,Tlﬂgl);.
Europe 8 hours time weighted average 0.02 mg/m?® l.__tJ_
World health organization limit for public exposure 0.001 mg/m? l%h
Environmental protection agency inhalation reference concentration 0.0003 mg/m?® H
Agency for toxic substances and disease registry inhalation minimal risk level 0.0002 mg/m?*
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