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The Relationships Among Levels of
Decontextualization and Language Functions
in Pretend Play, and Understanding of
Pretence Concepts

Eunsoo Shin * Young-Ja Lee - Jongsook Lee
Duksung Womens University

In pretend play, young children revealed the hehaviors and the verbal expressions reflecting
their mental representations. This study examined the relationships among the levels of
decontextualization and language functions in pretend play, and understanding of pretense
concepts of young children. The subjects were 203 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds who were
enrolled in 7 kindergarten classrooms located in Seoul, Korea. Children’s performance on six
pretend tasks based on Lillard(1993) and Joseph(1998) were measured. By using the target
child focused observation, children’s pretend play in dramatic, manipulative, and block play area
was videotaped. Data were analyzed in terms of the levels of decontextualization and language
functions using Westby(2000)" and Gowen(1995)’s scales. In addition, the mental state terms
used while playing pretend play and the frequencies of corresponding on the level of
decontextualization and language functions in  pretend play were analyzed  The results
showed that 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds had already reached the highest level of pretend play.
But the older children showed higher levels of pretend play more frequently than the younger
children. The correlations between decontextualization and language functions were relatively
high. However, these two variables and the understanding of pretense concepts showed almost
zero correlations. We discussed these results supporting German & Leslie(2001)'s perspective
on pretend play.

Keywords: Pretend play - Decontextualization - Language Function - Mental State Térm
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