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Friendship Supports, Conflict—Resolution
Styles, and Friendship Networks in Korean
and Canadian University Students

Yun-Joo Koh* - Unhai Rhee* - Morton J. Mendelson**
Dept. of Child & Family Studies Dept. of Psychology
Yonsei University” McGill University™

The differences of friendship supports, conflict-resolution styles, and friendship network
characteristics between Korean and Canadian university students were examined, and it was
investigated if cross—national differences in friendship expectations and collectivism account for
the observed differences in friendship variables. Participants (N=420) were randomly assigned
to one of three groups, each of whom completed a different set of questionnaires, in each
country. The three sets contained the measures of friendship expectations, collectivism, positive
and negative feelings; they also contained the measure of either friendship functions (Group
FF), conflict resolution (Group CR), or the friendship network (Group FN). Canadian students
acquired more friendship supports, and Korean students gave in more frequently in conflict, but
the differences were generally not significant after controlling for friendship expectations and
collectivism. Korean students had larger friendship networks and lower densities of friendship
networks than did Canadian students. The effects of expectations and collectivism on these

structural differences in friendship networks were not significant.

Keywords - fiiendship, friendship support, conflict-resolution styles, fiendship network,
collectivism, fiendship expectation
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