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Moral judgment of maladjusted senior high
school students: Focused on moral
developmental stages and orientations

Hye-Jeong Baek - Soonmook Lee

Sungkyunkwan University

The present study aimed to compare the moral judgments of the 19 maladjusted adolescents in
the senior high school with those of the 16 normal adolescents based on Kohlberg's theory of
moral judgment. In particular, their moral stages and orientations were explored through
interviewing the students with Kohlberg’s hypothetical dilemmas(Form A). As results, the
significant differences between the maladjusted and normal students in terms of moral stages
and orientations were found. That is, the maladjusted students not only showed lower moral
stages but also oriented towards the egoistic consequences more than the normal students did.
Also, the latter tended to orient the fairmess than the former did. The difference in the use of
the faimess orientations is not at the statistically significant level but the size of effect is
large. Also, in terms of the size of effect, the gender difference in the use of the upholding
normative order orientation and the interactions between the level of maladjustment and gender
in the egoistic consequences, the ideal consequences and the fairness orientations were found.
The present study suggests new perspectives on the understanding of adolescents’ moral
judgment through figuring out the relations between moral stages and orientations of the
maladjusted senior high school students.

Keywards: moral orientations, moral stages, moral reasoning, maladjusted serior high school
Students.
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