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Frequencies, duration, and issues of peer
conflicts according to children’s peer status
and friendship

Song-Yee Kim - Kyung-Ja Park
Department of Child & Family Studies * Yonsei University

Frequencies, duration, and issues of peer conflicts were observed to investigate whether those
characteristics of peer conflicts were different by child's sex, peer status, and friendship. One
hundred and forty eight dyads in 4th grade were selected by child's sex, peer status, and
friendship. Each dyad was placed in a small laboratory to play a Domino game. The dyad’s
interactions were videotaped, and peer conflict episodes were analyzed by frequencies, duration,
and issues of the conflicts. Peer conflicts occurred rather frequently in dyadic interactions
between school-aged children. Frequencies of the conflicts were significantly different by peer
status. Conflicts occurred more frequently in rejected-average pairs than popular-average pairs.
Frequencies and duration of the conflicts differed by the child's sex and friendship. For girls,
conflicts occurred more frequently but ended more quickly with friends than conflicts occurred
with classmates. However, for boys, conflicts occurred with friends lasted longer than conflicts
with classmates, even though frequencies of conflicts with classmates were similar to conflicts
with friends.

Keywords: peer conflict, peer status, friendship



