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The Effect of Memory Trace Strength and Type of
Misinformation on the Children’s Recall

Soo-Yeon Kim  Kyoung-Sook Choi
Department of Child Development and Education, Sungkyunkwan University

This study examined the effect of memory trace strength and type of misinformation on the
children’s recall and misinformation effect. The participants were 108 7-year-old children.
Participants individually listened a story with pictures which were programed. After 1 day,
according to the group, each participant was presented three specific misinformations about
different aspects of the story, that is, control group, central aspect misinformation group or
peripheral aspect misinformation group. After 1 day delay, they were required to recall the
story.

There was a significant main effect of memory trace strength and type of misinformation on
children’s recall accuracy and misinformation effect. and, there was a significant interaction
effect of memory trace strength and type of misinformation. These results suggested that
stronger memories are more resistant to suggestibility than weaker memories, with strength of
memory manipulated by means of frequency of presentation of story, and also peripheral aspect
misinformation stimulated more misinformation effect, despite that they had stronger memory
trace.

Keywords © memory trace strength, misinormation efiect, type of misinformation
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