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The Effect of Similarity between original
event and post—event misinformation and
Method of Event Experience
on the Children’s Source monitoring

Mi Hyun Lee Kyoung-Sook Choi
Department of Child Psychology and Education, Sung Kyun Kwan University

This study examined the effect of ‘Similarity between original event and post-event
misinformation’ and ‘method of event experience(performed or imagined)’ on children’s source
monitoring. The participants were 34 6-year-old and 34 11-year-old children. Participants of
imagining condition were asked to imagine 12 actions and participants of performing condition
were asked to perform that. Then, each participant listened verbal post-event informations
which was consisted of 4 control actions, 4 low similar actions(added misinformations), and 4
high similar actions(changed misinformation). After filler tasks, participants were required to
monitor source of test actions(performed(or imagined)/ listened/ both/ nothing).

There were significant main effects of similarity of post-event misinformation, method of event
experience, and age ; as the similarity was high, when actiones were imagined, and when the
age was young, the error of source monitoring was high. And there were significant
interaction effects of between age and similarity, between age and method of experience, and
between similar and method of experience. These results suggested that in the children’s
eyewitness reports, the children would be more confused when post-event misinformation was

changed than when new information was added to post-event misinformation.

Keywords  source monitoring, similarity, post-event misiniormation, method of event experience
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