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The Korean Journal of Developmental Psychology
2002, Vol. 15, No. 4, 1-23

Self identity in Conduct Disordered-, and
Comparison Adolescents

Maria Kyung Hee Kim
Department of Child and Family Studies, Yonsei University

Hee-jung Lee

Social Welfare Division, Chnoean University

This study was designed to explore self identity in conduct disordered-, and comparison
adolescents. Specifically the purposes of the study were to investigate self identity through
"the self-as-object” and "the self-as-subject” based on Damon and Hart(1983)'s developmental
model of self-understanding. The subjects were 60 adolescents, 30 each for conduct disordered
adolescents on DSM-IV criteria, and 30 each for normal adolescents, most of whom come from
of middle to low-middle socioeconomic status.

The data were analyzed through chi-squares to examine conduct disordered and normal
adolescents’ self identity. Results showed that there were significant differences between
conduct disordered-, and normal adolescents; In the responses of self-as-object conduct
disordered adolescents showed more self response in active scheme and normal adolescents in
physical, social and psychological schemes. In the responses of self-as-subject, conduct
disordered adolescents showed less self responses in distinctness and lower developmental level
than normal adolescents. Conduct disordered adolescents were focused on categorical
identification(levell), but normal adolescents were focused on interpersonal implication(level3)
and systematic beliefs and plans(leveld). Cultural comparison between western and Korean self

concept was suggested.

keywords. conduct disordered adolescents, self identity, self-as-object, self-as-subject
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