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The Effects of Participation, the Types of
Questionnaires and Interviewer on Children’s

Testimony

Keumjoo Kwak Yeonsoo Kim
Dept. of Psychology, Seoul National University

This study examined the accuracy of children’s testimony especially about the effect of participation. 4
to S-years-old children played with an unfamiliar man in a new situation. After playing together they
were questioned about the played event. The groups were divided according to participation and the
contextual situation(interviewer) of recall. Children were grouped one of three conditions (participant-non
threatened interviewer, observation-non threatened, participant-threatened). The recall task had 4 contents
and was divided as misleading questionnaires(forced choice or simple ones) or not. As the results,
participant-non threatened interviewer group had good memory comparing of other groups. Their
performance of the misleading questions and sex-related questions were better than the other groups.
Especially the forced-choice misleading questions were more difficult than simple one for children. These
results have implications such as that non forced-choice questions and non threatened interviewers

improved to the children’s testimony.

Keywords: children’s testimony, participation. misleading question
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