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Korean Children’s Understanding of
False Beliefs and False Photos

Hei—Rhee Ghim Kyeong Hee Lee
Dept. of Psychology, Chungbuk National University

The present study examined the Perner(1991)’s theory about the theory of mind development. Perner
claims that the theory of mind development depends on the acquisition of a more general cognitive
ability to metarepresent, that is the ability to represent the representational relationship between a primary
representation and what it represents. In order to examine the Perner’s claim, the present study
investigated 40 4- and 5-year-olds’ understanding of false representation across 3 misrepresentation tasks.
In the false belief tasks, a child formed mental representation and then the situation was changed. As a
result, the child’s mental representation became misrepresentation. In the false photo tasks, a camera
formed misrepresentation by multiplying the image by a factor of 2. In the “change-false photo tasks”, a
camera formed misrepresentation by multiplying the image by a factor of 2 and then the situation was
changed. The change-false photo tasks were similar to the false belief tasks in that the situation was
changed after the representation had been formed. Both age groups of children performed significantly
better on both the false photo and change-false photo tasks than on the false belief tasks. This finding
does not support the Perner’s claim. Rather, it suggests that the understanding of false representations

precedes in the physical domain than in mental domain.

Keywords: mental representations, physical representations, metarepresentation, false beliefs, false photos
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