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Strategic deception in 3-year-olds

Hyun—Jeong Kim Sook—-Ja Cho
Department of Psychology, Ewha Womans Univerity

Recently many attentions are given to the issues of children’s ability to deceive, especially when the
deception appears and what the developmental underlying mechanisms are. We examined (a) whether it
is not until age 4 that children are able to use the strategic deception, (b) which factors contribute to
succeed the deception, either due to the executive function, or social appreciation. Fifty eight preschool
children participated in the study by using of the window task (J. Russell, N. Mauthner, S., Sharpe, &
T. Tidswell, 1991), one measure of strategic deception. The results showed that older 3-year-olds
succeeded more in the performance of the window task than younger 3-year-olds did, and having
children play in partnership enabled 3-year-olds to adpot a successful strategy, suggesting social factors
accounted more for the good performance than executive factors. Also girls had more difficulties in
deception than boys had, arguing for the gender differences in the process of socialization and moral

development.

Keywords: strategic deception, window task, executive function, social appreciation, gender difference in

deception
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