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Comparative study on child self-determination in

Korea and Japan

Kyunghee Choi Kuninjiro Arai
Uiduk Univ. Tsukuba Univ.

The purpose of this study is to explore the children self-determination in Korea and Japan to set critical
guidelines for future research on this subject. The total number of subjects were 890 primary school
students and middle school students (Japan:438, Korea:452) and their parents. The result as follows: (a)
Self-determination consciousness scores were higher the students and parents in Japan than them in
Korea, (b)Self-determination behavior scores were higher the girl students and her parents than the boy
students and his parents, (c) Self-determination consciousness scores were lower the boys in sixth grade
than them in fourth grade in Korea.

Finally it is suggested the factor of Self- determination of <studying, attitude of life and consumption at

home> influence Self- determination behavior.

Keywords: child, Self-determination, Korea, Japan
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