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Usefulness of cognitive interview on the recall of

event memory with younger children

Young—Min Kwon Choon—-Jae Lee
Dept. of Psychology, Catholic University of Korea

The goal of the present study was to examine the effect of cognitive interview on children’s recall.
Cognitive interview is a memory retrieval procedure based on laboratory principles of cognitive
psychology, and is used to facilitate the completeness and accuracy of eyewitness’ reports(testimony).
Eighty four 4- and 6-year-old children had experienced stranger’s visit in their class, followed by
cognitive or standard interview on the stranger’s visit. Results indicated

6-years-old receiving the cognitive interview recalled significantly more correct informations than the
4-years-old receiving the cognitive interview, and 4-years-old children receiving the standard interview
recalled marginally more correct informations than did 4-years-old receiving the cognitive interview. In
addition, both 4- and 6- year-olds recalled significantly less incorrect informations when they received
cognitive interview. Usefulness as well as limitations of the cognitive interview technique with younger
children were discussed. Future research should contribute development of appropriate interviewing

techniques that can be used with younger children in forensic setting.

Keywords: children’s memory development, event memory, recall, cognitive interview, standard interview
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