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Qualitative study on the moral judgement and
behaviour of maladjusted senior high school
students in their experienced

moral dilemmas

Hye—Joeng Baek Soonmook Lee
Dongduk Women's University Dept. of Psychology,

Sungkyunkwan University

The present study aimed to explore the moral judgments and behaviour of the 25 maladjusted senior
high school students on their experienced moral dilemmas based on Kohlberg’s theory of moral
judgment. We examined not only the contents of the experienced dilemmas but also the selected
behaviour and the reasons through the qualitative analyses. Also, we explore how the moral judgments
and behaviour in the experienced dilemmas relate the assessed moral judgements using Kohlberg’s
hypothetical moral dilemmas, Form A. As results, the students have experienced moral dilemmas in
various areas and their moral judgments and behaviour on the experienced dilemmas are similar to the
moral judgment on the hypothetical dilemmas. In addition, other aspects such as emotions, psychological
stability and impulse, which Kohlberg was not aware of, also seem to have influence on their moral

judgments and behaviour.

Keywords: Kohlberg, moral judgments, moral behaviour, moral dilemma, Maladjusted students
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