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Relations of maternal linguistic inputs to lexical

development of Korean infants

You—Kyung Chang—-Song Keunyoung Lee
Hansol Educational Research Center

Keumjoo Kwak Hyunran Sung
Dept. of Psychology, Dept. of Psychology,
Seoul National University Catholic University of Daegu

We investigated which properties of maternal inputs contribute most to infants’ lexical development. Also
we examined whether this influence varies depending on infants’ age and their gender. Forty 13- to
36-month-old infants and their mothers participated in the study. Their conversations were audiotaped
when the mothers read wordless picture books to their infants. The measures of maternal inputs were the
total number of utterances produced, the number of word tokens (i.e., the total number of words) and
the number of word types (i.e., the number of different words) in the input samples. The same three
measures were also obtained to assess the infants’ vocabulary size.

The results show that all three measures of inputs were found to predict infants’ vocabulary
development. Further regressions were conducted to determine whether the contribution of inputs varies
according to infants’ gender and age. The results show that the number of word types in input was a
significant predictor only on male infants’ vocabularies (R?=.53, p < .001). However, the number of word
types in input was a significant predictor both for the younger (R?=.37, p < .05) and the older infants
groups (R*=.17, p < .05).

These results demonstrate that quantity, lexical richness, and syntactic complexity of maternal inputs are
positive predictors of Korean infants’ lexical development. However the maternal inputs does account
only for male infants’ lexical development. The results are discussed in relation to Korean infants’

vocabulary development.

Keywords: maternal linguistic inputs, number of types, number of tokens, lexical development, book-reading
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