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Peer Acceptance and Reciprocal Friendship in
Elementary-School Children with Attention-Deficit
and/or Hyperactivity

Yun—Joo Koh Youngshin Kim
Dept. of Child & Family Studies, Dept. of Psychiatry,
Yonsei University Hallym University

Children with Attention-Deficit and/or Hyperactivity are reported to have difficulties in peer relationship.
This study investigated peer acceptance and quality of friendship amongst the three subtypes of children
with inattention and/or hyperactivity and normal controls, association between peer rtelationship and
conduct problem, and the characteristics of friendship quality in children with inattention and/or
hyperactivity. Hundred children with inattention and/or hyperactivity and 48 controls were selected from
the 987 1st to 6th graders based on Teachers’ and Parents’ DuPaul Scale. Peer Acceptance and
Friendship Quality Questionnaires were completed by subjects and their best friends. Teachers and
Parents completed Conners scales. Children with children with inattention and hyperactivity were more
rejected by their peers and the number of reciprocal nomination of best friends were significantly lower
than controls. Conduct problems contributed to these difficulties in peer relationship. In friendship
quality, children with inattention and/or hyperactivity having reciprocal best friends received less support
for self-validation from their best friends, but provided them with more emotional security and help than
controls. Children with inattention and/or hyperactivitys howed more difficulties in peer relationship.
Nevertheless, children with inattention and/or hyperactivity, who can provide emotional security and help
to their friends, had reciprocal best friends.

Keywords: children, peer acceptance, friendship, inattention, hyperactivity, conduct problem

21



