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The Context and Reality of Memes as Information Resources:
Focused on Analysis of Research Trends in South Korea
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ABSTRACT

The study is a preliminary study to conceptualize memes as information resources for literacy education
in information environment changed with digital revolution. The study is to explain the context and reality
of memes in order to promote the utilization of memes as information resources. The research questions
are as follows: First, what topics are memes studied with? Second, what things are captured and studied
as memes ? The study conducted frequency and co-occurrence network analysis on 145 domestic studies
and contents analysis on 73 domestic studies. The results are as follows: First, memes were mainly studied
in the fields of 'humanities’, ‘social sciences’, ‘interdiciplinary studies’, and ‘arts and kinesiology. Studies
based on Dawkins concept of memes (around 2012), studies on introducing the concept of memes to explain
the spread of Korean Wave content (around 2015), and independent studies of memes as a major research
topic in cultural sociology (around 2019) were performed. Second, memes are linguistic. Language memes
(L-memes) are 102 (37%), language-visual memes (LV-memes) are 23 (8%), language-visual-musical memes
(LVM-memes) are 21 (8%). Keyword language meme ranked high in frequency, degree centrality and
betweenness centrality of co-occurrence network. In other words, memes are expanding as a unique information
phenomenon of cultural sociology based on linguistic characteristics. It is necessary to conceptualize meme
literacy in terms of information literacy.
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20133 229 g3 HIA(Global Risks
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A9 &9 (digital revolution)
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Prochazka, 2014). 1% tiAgd 2|E{A]
o Y =T, 2023)  PlH o] ﬂaﬁ"]
Shoko] ek &2ln), 2023: Harvey & Palese,
2018), 72 2lEHAIS] ©@9](Ireland, 2018) &
oA 2B A oﬂ—?—oﬂfﬂ 257 9o

He YA 0 R Qs fEE G
= WdES ANE F e FEA diidEo]
7] Wzl el Aol &3tttk ofd o
o] g3t F5L "ol Zhe A AgA
2 (Dawkins, 2016, 365)" wjZo] A, “TX
("] ZHA7F 2 2R A frelstz] wlieedl 2
3K Dawkins, 2016, 376)"& 4 A7) Wl Eo]

I,

.
A
p

éé

A

=
=

rlo

1“

o



o 99 olf g 542 tAY Aol At
H3 BEAlEE AU QAR oA A
op . WEA AREEAE olaehe v B
= =t 1e et Auk AL 2] Gt
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