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The School Adaptational Characteristics of Middle School

Students Who Returned From the Western Countries

Jae-Ok Jeong Eun-Sun Joo

Duksung Women's University

The purpose of this study is to examine the common adaptational characteristics of middle
school students who returned from the Western countries. Based on the findings, the researchers
seck to provide appropriate guidance and counseling programs for the students who had similar
experience. The three domains of friends, academic life and teachers among 14 students were
identified through intensive qualitative research methods. Results suggest that the students (1)
had at least more than one friends in the process of adaptation in both countries, abroad and
Korea; (2) expressed that they need help in understanding cultures in order to make friends; (3)
wanted friends who are genuine and sincere; (4) experienced academic gap between what they
have learned abroad and in Korea; (5) expressed that they are pressured by midterm and final
examination; (6) wanted interesting and motivating academic activities (7) wished that teachers
treat them equally as they would treat other students, yet show care and interest; (8) hoped
that teachers are kind, warm and intimate; (9) were disgusted by teachers who are violent,
authoritative and directive. Several suggestions are presented to support and help the growing

number of returning students who had experience living abroad.

Key Words : Returning Students from Abroad, advlescent adapration, school counseling & guidance
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