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Influence of Forgiveness on Marital Satisfaction:

An Application of the Actor-Partner Interdependence Model

Jung-Sun Seo Hee-Cheon Shin

Ajou University

This study examined the effects of forgiveness on marital satisfaction. This study also
divided the effect of forgiveness on marital satisfaction into actor and partner effects. We
applied the Actor-Partner Interdependence Model (APIM; Kenny, 1996) to analyze data
from 215 married couples. First, the main effects (actor-partner) of forgiveness were
estimated. We then used structural equation modeling to compare the relative sizes of the
paths from forgiveness to husband and wife outcome scores. Results suggest that
forgiveness was a significant positive predictor of marital satisfaction for both husbands and
wives. In addition, wives’ forgiveness predicted husbands’ satisfaction. This study also
divided the effect of forgiveness on marital satisfaction into actor and partner effect. Actor
effects contributed more to self-reported marital satisfaction than partner effects. The study
provides us with interpersonal process aspect as well as intrapersonal process aspect of

forgiveness and marital satisfaction. In conclusion, the importance and limitations of the

study are discussed.

Key words : Actor effect, partner effect, forgiveness, marital satisfaction, dyadic analysis, Actor-

Partner Interdependence Model
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