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A Qualitative Study on Examining Marital Relationships

for Multicultural Families in Urban Areas

Heecheon Shin Jinah Choi Hai-Sook Kim Jouyeon Yi-Kook

Ajou University

The purpose of this study was to examine the experiences and difficulties of multicultural couples in
urban areas. The interview data of 10 multicultural couples in Seoul and Gyeonggi-do were analyzed by
consensual qualitative research(CQR). Results indicated that 1) multicultural couples have experienced
difficulties in communication, cultural understanding, economic problem, couple conflict, in-laws and family
conflicts, child care problem, and social prejudice; 2) the causes of couple conflict were differences in
culture and lifestyle, child care methods, dissimilarities in character and insufficient consideration and
respect; 3) after domestic dispute, several couples try apologize or have conversations but others do not
even try to reconcile or to recover their relationship. The findings in this study would be a meaningful

source and show implications for developing counseling programs for multicultural couples.
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