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Counselor Experience and Group Counselor Ethical Awareness:

A Comparison Between Korean and U.S. Group Counselors

Kyoung In Kwon Tae Sun Kim Su Yeon Jo

Kwangwoon University Hanyang University Seoul National University

This study explored Korean and U.S. group counselors’ views on important ethical factors in relation to
years of counseling experience and ethical awareness. A total of 228 group counselors (Korea: 122, US.:
106) completed the Group Counselor Ethical Inventory (GCEI) to assess prevailing beliefs about important
factors pertaining to group counseling ethics. Findings indicated that there were significant differences in
counselors > perceptions concerning the importance for Ethics of Member Rights’ Protection and Education,
Ethics of Group Counselor Expertise and Responsibility, and Ethics of Group-Counseling Composition and
Process among novice, intermediate and expert group counselors in both Korea and the US. US. group
counselors rated overall ethical factors as more important than did Korean group counselors, with the
exception of Confidentiality, Group Participation, and Group Counselor Responsibility and Expertise.
Findings from this study are reviewed from educational and cultural perspectives and implications for

group counseling practice are discussed.

Key words : group counseling ethics, group counseling, ethics, culture comparison, group counselor
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