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Comparing Judgment Patterns Between Human Researchers
and an LLM in Qualitative Research:
Focusing on the Classification

of Social Justice Advocacy Competencies

Nara Shin

Research Professor, Institute of Convergence Science, Yonsei University

This study explored judgment patterns between human researchers and a large language model (LLM)
when provided with identical theoretical criteria in qualitative counseling research. Using the American
Counseling Association (ACA) Social Justice Advocacy Competencies, 32 statements from interviews with
university counselors were classified using GPT-SG. The model’s classifications were compared with the
consensus judgments of three qualitative research experts (reference standard). Overall agreement was
53.1%, with variation in agreement across categories. In mismatched cases, the LLM differed from human
researchers in judging intervention levels and applying advocacy concepts, and showed limited consideration
of multilayered contextual cues and professional counseling roles. These findings suggest that comparing
human and LLM judgments can illuminate the interpretive and contextual nuances inherent in social
justice advocacy, and that an LLM may serve as a reflective tool for qualitative researchers to examine

conceptual criteria and facilitate analytical reflection.

Key words : Generative Artificial Intelligence, Large Language Model, Qualitative Data Analysis, Social Justice
Adyocacy
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