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Individual Counseling by Volunteer Counselors and
Recidivism of Juvenile Delinquents on Probation:

An explorative study

Eunae Hong Kyung-Ja Oh

Yonsei University

In the present study, effect of individual counseling by volunteer counselors was evaluated by comparing
the recidivism rate during the 2-year probation period of 171 juvenile delinquents on probation who
were provided with monthly individual counseling by volunteers (Counseling Group) to the recidivism
rate of another group of 256 juvenile delinquents monitored through routine monthly meetings with
probation officer(Non-counseling Group). The results showed that the overall rate of recidivism did not
differ for the Counseling(31%5) and Non-counseling Group(39%). Stepwise discriminant function analyses
with regard to recidivism during the 2-year probation period revealed that age and prior record of
delinquency (Counseling Group), and history of running away from home prior to age 15 and mother's
education level(Non-counseling Group) were highly correlated with the discriminant function in the

respective groups.

Keywords : Juvenile delinguents, individual counseling, vecidsvism
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