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Personality Type, Emotional Expressiveness,
and Ambivalence over Emotional Expressiveness
in Schizophrenia and Normal Controls

Se-Kyoung Yang S00-Sung Oh

Department of Psychology Chonnam National University

The purpose of this study was to examine the difference between schizophrenia patients and normal controls in
terms of emotional expressiveness, ambivalence over emotional expressiveness, and personality type. The
instruments used for this study included the Emotional Expressiveness Questionnaire(EEQ), the Ambivalence over
Emotional Expressiveness Questionnaire(AEQ), and the Eysenck Personality Questionnaire(EPQ). The results were
as follows. Firstly, emotional expressiveness and ambivalence over emotional expressiveness were much lower in
the schizophrenia subjects than in the normal controls. For the normal controls, the lower emotion they
expressed, the higher was their ambivalence over emotional expressiveness. However, for the schizophrenia
subjects, the higher emotion they expressed, the higher their ambivalence over emotional expressiveness. An
additional finding was that for the schizophrenia group ambivalence over emotional expressiveness increased with
severity of symptoms and the degree of negatively expressed emotions. Secondly, the schizophrenia group showed
higher levels of psychoticism and introversion than the normal controls. For the normal subjects, scores on the
extraversion/introversion dimension were related to emotional expressiveness with high extraversion associated with
high emotional expressiveness and high introversion associated with low emotional expressiveness. For the
schizophrenia patients, the higher their extraversion and the lower their psychoticism scores, the higher were their
scores for emotional expressiveness. However, the higher their introversion and psychoticism scores, the lower were
their emotional expressiveness scores. Further findings were that, for normal subjects, the higher their introversion
and neuroticism scores, the higher was their ambivalence over emotional expressiveness. For the schizophrenia

patients, the higher their neuroticism scores, the higher was their ambivalence over emotional expressiveness. The

implications and limitations of this study were discussed.

Key words : Schizophrenia, Emotional expressiveness, Ambivalence over emotional expressiveness, Personality type.
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