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Psychosocial Risk Factors for Posttraumatic Stress
Disorder Symptom Severity in Victims of
Artillery Attack on Yeonpyeong Island

Ryuyeon Ahn Yongrae Cho

Department of Psychology, Hallym University

This study was conducted in order to examine the contributions of demographic and psychosocial variables
to the prediction of posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) symptom severity in a sample of victims of
man-made disaster. Seventy eight participants(36 men and 42 women) who are victims of the artillery
attack on Yeonpyeong island by North Korea, completed the Korean versions of the Post-traumatic
Diagnostic Scale, Perceived Trauma Severity Scale, Peri-traumatic Experiences Scale, Post-Traumatic
Cognitions Scale, and Post-Traumatic Social Support Scale. Results showed that 73 (93%) of total
respondents met the DSM-IV criteria for traumatic experiences. Past medical history, physical damage due
to trauma, peri-traumatic dissociation and psychological distress, perceived trauma severity, perceived low
social support, and posttraumatic negative cognition showed significant correlation with PTSD symptom
severity. Hierarchical regression analysis showed that peri-traumatic dissociation and perceived trauma
severity each contributed significantly to the PTSD symptom severity after controlling for all of the
other relevant predictors. These results suggest the importance of considering the role of peri-traumatic

dissociation and perceived trauma severity for more effective prevention and treatment of PTSD symptoms

in victims of artillery attack.

Key words : trauma, man-made disasters, post-traumatic stress disovder, dissociation, perceived trauma severity
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