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The purpose of this study was to understand cognitive and emotional processes related to unethical behaviors of psycho-
paths. This study conducted experiments to verify the hypothesis that the degree of unethical decision making would differ
depending on strength of moral emotions and cues of moral disengagement people with psychopathic tendency may experi-
ence in the situation of moral dilemmas. The psychopathic tendency group and the control group participated in an experi-
ment. After identifying a psychopathic tendency group and a normal control group, the authors assigned these two groups
with examination of moral dilemmas that strength of moral emotions and the cues of moral disengagement are controlled.
The major findings of this study were as follows. First, there were main effects of group, strength of moral emotions, and cues
of moral disengagement. Second, the three-way interaction effect of group (psychopathic tendency vs normal control),
strength of moral emotions (stronger vs weaker), and condition of moral disengagement cues (present vs absent) were identi-
fied. Finally, on the basis of the above results, the implications and limitations of this research were discussed and future re-

search direction were proposed.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Psychopathic Tendency
Group and Normal Control

Psychopathic tendency Control
(n=50) (n=50) t
Mean (SD) Mean (SD)

Age 21.22 (3.77) 21.58 (5.14) -0.40
Gender M 19 20

F 31 30
LSRP total 69.48 (3.60) 44.92 (7.09) 21.80**
ot < 001
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Table 2. Example of a Pair of Scenarios

The conditions with the cues
of MD

The conditions without the cues
of MD

You are working as an assistant  You are working as an assistant
in an office of a school. Since re- in an office of a school. Since re-
cently you passed an recruit ex- cently you have passed an recruit
amination and you are about to examination and you are about to
move to a better job, you need to move to a better job, you need to
find your replacement. However, find your replacement. However,
it turned out to be very hard to it turned out to be very hard to
find your replacement. Your cur- find your replacement. Your cur-
rent job is busy with a lot of phone  rent job is busy with a lot of phone
calls and a number of miscella- calls and a number of miscella-
neous work but provides a modest neous work but provides a modest
income. Therefore, people who income. Therefore, people who
were initially interested in the job were initially interested in the job
would eventually turn down this would eventually turn down this
job when they realize the situa- job when they realize the situa-
tions. Today, you are introducing tions.
your current job to applicantsasa ~ One year ago when you took
modest paying job but with few over this job, you decided to do so
work. since your predecessor deceived

you by telling that this position
involves few work and a lot of free
time. Today you are introducing
your current job to applicants as a
modest paying job but with few
work.

(factor of dangerous effects)
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Table 3. Reliability of Moral Emotions and Moral Disengagement
Scenarios

Factors of MD Mo.ral Nl{mber of Cronbach’s a
emotions items

Reprehensible conduct Strong 2 79
Weak 79

Detrimental effects Strong 2 .82
Weak 79

Victim Strong 2 .68
Weak .69

Total 12 92

Table 4. Item Composition of Moral Emotions and Moral Disengage-
ment Scenarios

Moral emotions Factors of MD No cues of MD Cueesx(;;MD
Strong Reprehensible Scenario 1 Scenario 2
Conduct detrimental ~ Scenario 5 Scenario 6
Effects victim Scenario 9 Scenario 10
Weak Reprehensible Scenario 3 Scenario 4
Conduct detrimental ~ Scenario 7 Scenario 8
Effects victim Scenario 11 Scenario 12
A ) AARA, BAEA ARt dukee) Algzkoiat
S 2o G4 W ol AU 2.5 53l =Y Z] Aol ihE =
A0 =97 AgA-oFet YA QA YA ofg ThAjof mhE
Z7E @A Sla-old B4 )= 242 A sHA ok whet
A}, Table 49} 2o, =B 2] A 9 ofg Alufe] 2.9 1271 Aluhe] 2
TFES 28 ofg 7|4 370 sh9] aQl® 7ot wEl A A e}
oFel =H A YA, =Y A ofgk ThA7} Sl 243} gls 270 K
Qb= =5 v 2] =] ik

3k, =8 A 9 ofgk Alukel sk EaakaL Gl 127)9) A
el o5 AZ7] Aole 0.2 TAE] Q] uel, B3t
g A Evbeks B9 7R Aol A1 Qlck ek, =eA
A 9 ol Atkel 9.5 AT BROR THSlo] F55HE AR
Sloick 53} AR wE ofg 3}9] 29) MR At 0ol
ZHe o]g 2700] A5 WA A0 2 ofoiAich 2 Table 5
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Table 5. Example of Equalization of Moral Emotions and Moral Disengagement Scenarios

Items

Type A

Type B

Scenario
1

Scenario
2

You are helping with your professor’s research. While you are fil-
ing documents on the desk, you see a bunch of midterm examina-
tion papers by chance. They have not been evaluated and the pro-
fessor will not come back to the office for a while. You erase wrong
answers on your examination paper and write down the correct
answers with a pencil.

strong emotion/no cues of MD

As you finish a class and leave a lecture room, you find that it is
raining very hard. It would not stop within a short while. While
you walk up and down in the lobby of the lecture hall, you catch a
sight of umbrellas in the lost-and-found which are waiting for their
original owners.

Suddenly, you remember the umbrella that you left few days ago.

Therefore, you enter the lost-and-found room to find the umbrella.

However, you cannot find it. You think umbrellas always change

As you finish a class and leave a lecture room, you find that it is
raining very hard. It would not stop within a short while. While
you walk up and down in the lobby of the lecture hall, you catch a
sight of umbrellas in the lost-and-found room that are waiting for
their original owners. You enter the lost-and-found room and in-
troduce yourself as the owner of one of the umbrellas and take it
out. (You are not the original owner of the umbrella.)

strong emotion/no cues MD

You are helping with your professor’s research. After the midterm
examination, you were immediately called to the professor’s office

to help him. You have been working in the office day and night for

four days.While you are filing documents on the desk, you see a
bunch of midterm examination papers by chance. They have not
been evaluated and the professor will not come back to the office
for a while. You hesitate for a second. However, you think you de-

serve the reward of improving your score. You erase wrong an-

hands. You introduce yourself as the owner of one of the umbrellas
and take it out.
strong emotion/cues of MD exist

swers on your examination paper and write down the correct an-
swers with a pencil.
strong emotion/cues of MD exist

Table 6. Descriptive Statistics in Each Conditions of Psychopathic Tendency Group and Normal Control

Psychopathic tendency (n=50)

Control (n=50) Total (n=100)

Conditions
M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)
Strong emotions/cues of MD exist 3.67 (1.33) 2.29(1.02) 2.98 (1.37)
Strong emotions/no cues of MD 3.03(1.17) 2.15(0.89) 2.59 (1.13)
Weak emotions/cues of MD exist 4.77 (1.25) 3.78 (1.25) 427 (1.34)
Weak emotions/no cues of MD 4.59 (1.27) 3.41(1.47) 4.00 (1.49)
= AZ FEsI: g
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E A2 =k ool 4 28 AR ARt Stk 2549 FolA =Y A 2203 =EA ofg 2o] AT 2= ALY
Atol & HYl o), Hat 10+ F & A K =l e S AR, Blaed GarEd 7He/dS BASH
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Table 7. Results of Repeated Measures ANOVA (2x 2% 2) on Unethical Decision Making

Variance sources SS df MS F
Between Groups (A) 122.84 1 122.84 37.70%%*
Error (A) 319.35 98 3.26
Within Moral emotions (B) 182.7 1 182.7 213.00%*
AxB 0.05 1 0.05 0.06
Error(B) 84.06 98 0.86
Moral Disengagement (C) 11 1 11 9.40%*
AxC 0.61 1 0.61 0.52
Error(C) 114.75 98 1.17
BxC 0.34 1 0.34 0.51
AxBxC 3.18 1 3.18 4.77*
Error (BxC) 65.4 98 0.67
*p<.05.*p<.01. **p<.001.
Table 8. Results of Post-hoc in Each Conditions on Unethical Decision Psychopathic tendency
Making 50 -
o o 4.77 2
Moral Pstyecn(;Je};act 1 Control 45 | 459
ord MD o t (n=50) t
emotions (n=50) 40 L .
M (SD) M (SD) ' 3.67 ¢
Strong  Cuesexist 3.67(1.33) 372 229(1.02) 0.87 35 503 Cuesexist
Nocues  3.03(1.17) 2.15 (0.89) 25 | —&- No cues
Weak Cuesexist 4.77(1.25) 079  3.78(1.25) 1.76* ’
No cues 4.59 (1.27) 3.41(1.47) 2.0 1 )
Strong Weak
*p<.10.#%p < 001.
Control
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