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The Effect of Sexual Abuse on Sexual Delinquency and
Risky Sexual Behavior in Juvenile Offenders on Probation:
A Mediation Effect of Borderline Personality Traits

Su-Jin Lee Joo-Young Lee'

Department of Child Development and Education, Dongduk Women's University, Seoul, Korea

The purpose of this study was to identify the effect of sexual abuse on sexual delinquency and risky sexual behavior in juve-
nile delinquents and to examine the mediation effect of borderline personality traits. A total of 111 adolescents on probation
in Seoul, Kyunggi and Cheongju completed the questionnaires, including Child Sexual Experience Inventory, Korean Per-
sonality Assessment Inventory of Borderline Features Scale, Sexual Delinquency Scale, and Risky Sexual Behavior Scale. The
results of this study were as follows. First, significant correlations were found among sexual abuse, sexual delinquency, risky
sexual behavior, and borderline personality traits. Second, sexual abuse directly affected both sexual delinquency and risky
sexual behavior, and the mediation effect of borderline personality traits was only significant for risky sexual behavior. It is
presumed that unstable and impulsive interpersonal relationships and affective features that stand out in the borderline per-
sonality trait are more related to exposing themselves to sexually dangerous environment either voluntarily or involuntarily
rather than causing sexual delinquency at the level of infringing the laws. Implications and limitations of this study were also

discussed.
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Table 1. The Frequency of Crimes (N=111)

) ) N (%)
Type of Crime Mame of Crime -
Boy Girl
Violent Crime (72 %) Rape (7 7 (9.0) 1(1.2)
Special Indecent Act by Compulsion (5-4=74A|5=3Y) 2(2.5) 0
Indecent Act by Compulsion (737 52) 2(2.5) 0
Robbery Injury (74%=/33l) 1(1.3) 1(1.2)
Robbery Fraud (4=AH]) 0 2(2.5)
Total 12 (15.3) 4(4.9)
Violence Offense (&%) Collective Assault (¥ TH=3Y) 1(1.3) 1(1.2)
Assault () 6(7.7) 16 (19.9)
Violence (&32]) 0 1(1.2)
Joint Injury (-5 ll) 1(1.3) 0
Injury (451) 2(25) 0
Threat (52 2(2.5) 1(1.2)
Joint Threat (3552 1(1.3) 2(2.5)
Attempted Joint Threat (3-5-521|<) 0 1(1.2)
Threat Intimidation (32 1H) 0 1(1.2)
Intimidation (g4}) 1(1.3) 0
Total 14 (17.9) 23 (28.4)
Property Offence (Z]4HH) Theft (A=) 22(28.2) 14 (17.4)
Special Theft (544 ) 10 (12.8) 6(7.4)
Fraud (A}7]) 3(3.9) 6(7.4)
Credit Finance Fraud (9] A1=-8A17]) 0 1(1.2)
Cyber Goods Fraud (1€ U=EFA]) 1(1.3) 0
Prostitution Fraud (ZA7Hg A7) 0 1(1.2)
Embezzlement of Lost Articles (F-5-012H&319) 1(1.3) 2(2.5)
Property Damage (Hf=<1]) 2(2.5) 0
Exploitation of Money and Goods (5% % %]) 0 1(1.2)
Total 39 (50.0) 31(38.3)
Traffic Crime (X-5AMH) Road Traffic Law Violation (== 15 ¥ $]4h) 9(11.6) 2(2.4)
Total 9(11.6) 2(2.5)
Probation (32 Probation Violation (3 & ¥+2H$j1}) 0 11 (13.6)
Total 0 11 (13.6)
Drug Crime (%) Drug (¢F=) 1(1.3) 1(1.2)
Total 1(1.3) 1(1.2)
Others (7]€}) Counterfeit of Official Documents (&&A4] $] %) 1(1.3) 2(2.5)
Defamation (4 o)l 3]|<) 1(1.3) 0
Trespass(F <) 0 2(2.5)
Arrangement of Sexual Traffic (vl o] &A1) 0 5(6.1)
Circulation of Obscenity(=&-2-3-3E) 1(1.3) 0
Total 3(3.9) 9 (11.1)
Total 78 (100) 81 (100)

Note. Name of crime was written up to three.
Boys do not apply to probation violation since all boys are attending probation facility.
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Table 2. The Correlation Coefficients, Means and Standard Deviations of Study Variables (N=111)

Sexual abuse Bordetline personality traits Sexual delinquency Risky sexual behavior
Borderline personality traits 37
Sexual delinquency 3800% 27
Risky sexual behavior 5200 370 T2
M (SD) Boy 9.97 (5.06) 29.23(9.27) 13.92 (4.41) 15.36 (8.63)
Girl 13.28 (6.13) 38.92 (11.78) 16.32 (5.12) 25.76 (9.32)
Score range 8-40 11-55 8-62

p<.01.*p<.001.

Table 3. The Path Coefficients of Sexual Abuse, Borderline Personality Traits, Sexual Delinquency and Risky Sexual Behavior (N=111)

Relation variable B g S.E. CR
Sexual abuse —> Borderline personality traits T4 .37 18 4.22
Sexual abuse —> Sexual delinquency 280 .33 .08 3.50
Sexual abuse —> Risky sexual behavior .80%** 45 .15 5.24
Borderline personality traits —> Sexual delinquency .06 14 .04 1.53
Borderline personality traits —> Risky sexual behavior 18% 20 .08 2.38

*p<.05.***p<.001.
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.33***

Sexual delinquency

.14

‘37***

Y

Sexual abuse

Borderline personality traits

.20

.45***

Risky sexual behavior

Figure 1. Mediation model of borderline personality traits and standardized coefficients of sexual abuse, borderline personality traits, sexual de-

linquency, and risky sexual behavior.
*p<.05. *p<.001.

Table 4. The Bootstrap Results for the Mediation Effect of Borderline
Personality Traits among Sexual Abuse, Sexual Delinquency, and
Risky Sexual Behavior

. 95%
Path Mediation Confidence
effect (B) .
interval
Sexual abuse —»  Sexual delinquency .045 [-.003,.141]
Sexual abuse —»  Risky sexual behavior 135 [.021, .304]

Bootstrap =2000.
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