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Abstract

This article retraces three phases of the author's long-term research on Gaebyeok (B, 1920-1926): manual
analysis (Phase 1, 2005-2013), topic modeling and network analysis (Phase 2, 2014-2024), and the integration
of Large Language Models (LLMs) and knowledge graphs (Phase 3, 2025-). Through this retrospective, it
examines how research questions and analytical methods have co-evolved in mutual interaction. Two tasks left
unresolved by the qualitative analysis of Phase 1 — the quantitative verification of "socialization" (sahoejuuihwa)
and the sentence-level investigation of "reception via relay translation" (jungyeokjeok suyong) — were
subsequently taken up in Phases 2 and 3, respectively. The paper proposes to frame this trajectory under the
tentative concept of "digital philology," understood as a methodological orientation that extends and deepens the
traditional philological task of tracing textual genealogies and transmission through digital technologies and Al.
Finally, it discusses the potential applicability of this framework to research on the Korean independence
movement and, more broadly, to comparative studies of East Asian texts.

Keywords: Gaebyeok, reception via relay translation, topic modeling, knowledge graph, digital philology, Al and
historical research
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