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A Longitudinal Study on the Changes to
Copyright Policies for Korean KCI Journals
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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed changes to copyright policies in KCI journals comparatively using
the previous 2 research results published in 2008 and 2016 and then gave insight into the
meaning of the changes. The results of the study are as follows: Journals making the subject
of copyright public had increased from 34% in 2008 to 67% in 2016. Journals transferring
copyright from authors remained almost the same, with only a slight increase from 90%
to 91% in the same period. Journals using the term publication rights’ instead of ‘copyright’
had decreased: on the other hand, journals using the term reproduction right and ‘right
of transmission had increased. Use of copyright transfer agreement had increased from 25%
to 50%: on the other hand, self archiving policy remained almost the same, decreasing slightly
from 13% to 12%. This study argues that these changes mean the establishment of copyright
industrialization for Korean journals and that the publishing bodies appear to be the most
powerful main agent among stakeholders participating in scholarly publishing in this process.
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