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Exploration on Possibility of the Disciplinary Convergence
of the User Studies and the Research in Practice
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to discover various aspects of the user studies and the research in practice
and also to propose collaboration methods by empirical analysis of the data. To determine the
application applicability of the user studies in other subject areas, the degree of keyword overlap
between the user studies and the User Experience (UX), one of the research in practice discipline,
was measured. The quantitative information science methods including simple frequency analysis
were applied to more than ten thousand published papers to generate the network mapping
and ranking as well as comparative analysis by time. The analysis result showed that there
were slightly lesser overlap between the user studies and the UX in the domestically published
articles than the international ones. It also revealed that there is a relationship between the
actual occurrences of collaboration and the keyword overlap. The temporal analysis showed
that there is increasingly more keyword overlap between two disciplines and thus it is possible
to predict the active convergence in the future.
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