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Korean representation of biotechnology :

For college students and lay adults

Kyo-Heon Kim

Department of Psychology Chungnam National University

This study examines Korean representation of the biotechnology and psychological factors which
can influence lay people's perception and attitude about biotechnology. Korean college students
(N=433) and lay adultsqN=90) whom had college education participated in the study. Participants
of the study 1 were asked to list words which comes to mind when associate with the
biotechnology in broad sense, and several specific applications in health, medicines, agriculture and
research. Participants of the study 2 were asked to list possible benefits and costs of biotechnology
and their specific applications. In study 3, Participants responded the questionnaires about
perceptions and attitudes of biotechnology. Korean people associated the biotechnology with its
costs or risks and benefits. Korean college students mainly got the informations of the biotechnology
from TV, newspapers, or internet. They trusted the scientist group and NGO group on their
judgements about the assessment of risk and benefit of the biotechnology. College students
showed the positive attitude with the applications in medicines and negative attitude with the
applications in agriculture and public using of individual's genetic information. The radicalism,
sensitivity in behavioral activation system, and trust/cynicism were to be found as a significant
influencing factor for interest/knowledge and behavioral intention in related with biotechnology.

Finally, more extensive knowledge of biotechnology did not lead to greater acceptance of it.

key words : biotechnology, cognitive and social rvepresentation of biotechnology, benefits and costs fudgements
in biotechnology
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