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The effect of economic crisis on success attribution among Korean

students and adults: An indigenous psychological analysis

Young-Shin Park Uichol Kim Soo-Yeon Tak
Dept. of Education Dept. of Psychology Dept. of Education
Inha University Chung-Ang University Inha University

Korean society has significantly changed with the onset of a dramatic economic crisis in 1998. From 2000,
however, the Korean economy has recovered and currently Korea is enjoying a similar standard of living and
economic growth as the pre-1998 levels. This study is a follow-up analysis, comparing the results examining the
success attribution of Korean students and adults in 2001 with the results obtained before the economic crisis in
1997. Using the indigenous psychological approach, this study compares the similarities and differences in
Korean students and adults’ attribution of their personal success before and after the economic crisis. A total of
988 participants, consisting of 481 primary, junior high, senior high and university students and 507 adults
(236 fathers and 271 mothers of the students) completed the questionnaire developed by Kim and Park (1998).
The results indicate that students perceived their academic achievement and adults perceived successful family life
as their most proud achievement. Successful family life included items such as academic success of children,
healthy development of their children, and harmonious family life. The person who provided the most significant
support for students were parents and for adults, it was their spouse. For students, the importance of friends'
social support increased during the high school years. In terms of type of social support, emotional support was
reported to be the most important for both students and adults. As for the reason for their success, majority of
students and men reported self-regulation and for women, supportive family environment was reported as being
the most important. Comparing 2001 results with the 1997 results, the importance of family increased after the
economic crisis. Even with the dramatic economic crisis, however, some of the underlying pattern remain strong
(such as importance of academic achievement for students, family life for adults, the importance of social
support, especially emotional social support from family members, and believing that self-regulation would lead
to success). The similar pattern of results obtain before and after the economic crisis indicate that the above

results reflect a fundamental values and belief system deeply imbedded in Korean mentality.

key words @ Success attribution, Indigenous psychology approach, Self-regulation, Social support, Emotional support. Academic
achievement, Successful family life.
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