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Failure experience and aspirations for the future: Indigenous

psychological analysis of Korean adolescents and their parents

Young-Shin Park Uichol Kim Sooyeunt Tak
Inha University Chung-Ang University Inha University
Dept. of Education Dept. of Psychology Dept. of Education

This study examines the failure experience and aspirations for future among Korean adolescents and their parents
using indigenous psychological analysis. The first part of this paper reviews the achievement literature that has
used indigenous psychological analysis. The second part of this paper provides an empirical analysis of 482
students (primary = 117, middle school = 88, high school = 72, and university = 205) and 507 parents of the
adolescents (fathers = 236, mothers = 271). The open-ended questionnaire developed by Park and Kim (1999) was
adopted for the study that asked the respondents to list the most painful experience, the person that was the
most responsible for the failure, and the most important reason for the failure. The section on aspirations for the
future asked the respondents to list the achievement that they would most likely to succeed, the person that they
need assistance from, the type of support they need from the person, and the most important factor that would
lead to them to success. The results indicate that for students the most painful failure was related to academic
failure and for adults, it was related to family life. The person that was most responsible for the failure was
reported by both samples be themselves. As for the most important factor that influenced their failure was a lack
of self-regulation, such as a lack of effort and persistence. For the aspiration for future, students listed academic
and occupational success and for adults listed harmonious family life as the most important. For social support,
the adolescents listed their parents and adults listed their spouse as the person that they need assistance from. As
for type of support, they listed emotional support to be the most important. As for the most important factor
that would contribute to their success, majority of students and adults listed self-regulation. Based on these
results and previous indigenous studies indicate, the following four conclusions could be drawn: (1) the emphasis
of self-regulation as the most important reason for their past achievement, the future success and the lack of
self-regulation for their failure; (2) the importance of receiving emotional support from family members; (3) the
importance of educational aspiration and achievement for providing the basis of economic development; and 4) the

importance goal of achieving harmonious family life.

key words : Failure expertence, aspirasions for the future, achievemens, indigenous psychology, self-vegularion, social suppors,
harmonious family life
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